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Consuming Desire: Adultery, Idolatry, and Delighting in God 

Part 6: Call to Action 
 

What does ‘success’ look like? 
1. A growing obedience… 

a. …characterized by on-going struggle & resistance. Offensive and defensive: Fight, flee, resist. 1 Pet 5:8-9a; 1 Cor 10:13 
b. …born from faith.  Rom 1:5: through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith 

among all the Gentiles for His name’s sake. 
c. …coming from the heart. Rom 6:17: But thanks be to God that though you were slaves of sin, you became obedient from 

 the heart to that form of teaching to which you were committed. 
2. A growing sense of your new identity in Jesus Christ…. 

a. an identity based on your new relationship with God. A new identity of who you are bearing fruit in what you do.  
 Ephesians 5:1: Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children. 
b. through a growing awareness of God’s kindness and grace toward you. (not impatience and wrath) 
 Rom 2:4: Of do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and tolerance and patience, not knowing that the kindness 

of God leads you to repentance? 
3. A growing discussion of these issues in the appropriate contexts of your relationships. 

a. With your spouse: Talk frankly about how to fight this battle together. How much to tell? As much as God wants you to. 
-Pursuing one another regularly for intimacy needs. 1 Cor 7:4-5 

b. With your children. No matter how awkward, uncomfortable—talk with your children.  
-It is your God-ordained role to introduce your children to a godly view of sex and sexuality. 

c. With your accountability partner/close friends. James 5:16   In this arena, silence is deadly. 
 

Isaiah’s Ministry in Our Day. Isaiah 61:1-4 
 Jesus was the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy. Luke 4:21: Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing. 

-not about political takeover, but about Him—the TRUTH of God.  about the Gospel. 
 As followers of Jesus, we are called to follow in His footsteps. 

 When it comes to sexual immorality in our culture today, the church must carry on the ministry of Isaiah. 
 

1. This is a ministry of voice. v.1-2 
 To “bring good news…” to “proclaim liberty to captives…” to “proclaim the favor and the vengeance of the LORD” (v.2) 
a. Confronting sexual immorality in our culture means Christians need to speak up & proclaim the truth. 
 In the Bible, sexual immorality is linked to suppressing the truth. Romans 1:18-32 
 The church is the conscience of the nation & pastors are the conscience of the church. 

 Application: Speak, share your opinion, make known your concern—kindly, clearly & unapologetically as a Christian. 
b. Confronting sexual immorality in our culture means Christians must name sin for what it is. Isaiah 58:1 
 There is an intentional, organized effort to de-sensitize our culture (especially our children) to sexual sin. 
 It is not popular to name sin. 
c. Confronting sexual immorality in our culture means Christians will suffer because of the truth. Isaiah 59:15 
 If you turn aside from evil, you make yourself a prey. 
 John the Baptist was thrown into prison. Why? Mark 6:17-18: “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” 
 Revelation 21:8: What is the first description of the people thrown into the lake of fire?      

 The church’s role is declarative and ministerial – then let’s declare clearly and minister effectively in this area! 
 

2. This is a ministry of mercy. v.3 
 Confronting sexual immorality—when done Biblically—is actually a ministry of mercy. 
  

3. This is a ministry of restoration. v.4 
 MOTIVE: for yourself (called to so much more); for others (so many who need help); for God (for His glory & greatness). 
 
 
 
 
 
They knew nothing of the modern notion that Christ is in every man, and that all posses something good within, which they have only to stir 
up and use in order to be saved.  They never flattered men and women in this fashion.  They told them plainly that they were dead, and 
must be made alive again; that they were guilty, lost, helpless, and hopeless, and in imminent danger of eternal ruin.  Strange and 
paradoxical as it may seem to some, their first step toward making men good was to show them that they are utterly bad; and their primary 
argument in persuading men to do something for their souls was to convince them that they could do nothing at all.    - J.C. Ryle 
 
I would not give a penny for your love of the truth if it is not accompanied with a hearty hatred of error.  - Charles Spurgeon 
 


