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Preliminary Point: 
Faith in Christ is revelation-based: the Creator God intrudes himself into his creation  

in deed, word and the person of his unique Son, Jesus of Nazareth. 
 

All perspectives and philosophies—regardless of whether called religious—are faith-based.  
Theist       Polytheist/Animist   a-Theist/Humanist 

 

God has revealed himself as a Father  
Eph 1:2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing 
1:17 [I pray] that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory my give to you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation 

2:18 for through Him we both have our access in one Spirit to the Father 
3:14-15 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and earth derives its name 

4:6 one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all 
5:20 always giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, even the Father 

6:23 Peace be to the brethren, and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord  Jesus Christ 

 
ONE: A Few Words to Children   Ephesians 6:1-3 

Children,  obey…for this is right: 1/ general revelation shows this in practicality; 2/ God’s instruction to Moses 
places parents as God’s representatives to their children; 3/ the example of our Lord Jesus in submitting 
himself to his Father’s will in incarnation, in redemption and in submission to Joseph and Mary. 

in the Lord: the Lord Jesus sets the context for all roles in the church; he is ever present. 

Honor your father and mother:: Heb: kavod: weight, substance, value!  [danger: honor friends over parents] 
   13  And the Lord said:  
    “Because this people draw near with their mouth  

and honor me with their lips,  
while their hearts are far from me,  

    and their fear of me is a commandment taught by men,   Isaiah 29:13 (ESV) 
 

The promise that it may be well and that you may live long on the earth quotes the Old Testament both in 
principle and in proverb: this way life is intended to be lived, and this way brings good consequences 
both naturally and by God’s active blessing (no need or ability to separate the natural and divine). 

 

Honor… 6:2  (and obey 6:1):    

What about non-believing parents? They are still the ones in authority. 

How long are we to obey (i.e., until how old)? 

How?  by knowing and showing that you are putting Jesus first: you honor them because he instructs you, 
that is what makes you completely different than those who do not know Christ. 

By quick obedience with respect for Christ’s authority in them even if you question their decision 



ONE: A Word to Fathers    Ephesians 6:4 

4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the 
Lord.  

Behind this negative is a positive that is the only way to bring children up in the Lord’s discipline & instruction. 

Eph 4:15 speak truth in love; 5: 4:25-26 speak truth/be angry and do not sin; 5:30-32 do not grieve the Holy Spirit of 
God, put away anger, be kind, tender-hearted, forgiving each other just as god in Christ has forgiven you; 6:4 do 
not provoke your children to anger… 

Here, as with husbands and wives, Paul stresses responsibilities (opportunity), over rights (power/authority): 

Anger is a legitimate human emotion that arises from self-protection as we sense something is happening 
that hinders what we deem as good: it may flow and grow from fear of harm or pain or from shame 
(exposing inadequacies) and rejection (I’ll never be acceptable and accepted). 

Our passions will often lead us astray: James 4:1-9; without necessity Fathers are not to add to 
opportunities for anger to turn into bitterness and rage. By living in Christ and his gospel we seek to 
avoid being domineering, overly harsh, showing partiality, being overly permissive. 

Help your children discern the difference between PRINCIPLE, PRACTICAL & PERSONAL: as conflict arises 
(particularly as children grow) help one another to be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to anger 
(James 1:19) by sifting through what’s principle, what’s practical and what’s personal (John Kuebler). 

PRINICPLE: Principled affections for Christ and his ways   
We shepherd our children’s’ heart allegiance to Christ and his ways (foundational truth). 

Most of us in the church agree on most of the principles. 

PRACTICAL: Practical wisdom drives the applications we make out of principle    
Negatively our tendency is to “sanctify” particular applications as if they were principle, based 

upon our personal experience and our traditions as a family, a church or a nation. 
Positively: we and our children (particularly as they grow older) may always question decisions, 

even understanding of principles and how to apply them, but we may not question God’s 
authority given to parents. 

PERSONAL: Personal experience: competencies, fears…  
 

bring them up/nourish (cf. Eph 5:29 no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it) 

discipline (paideia=training/instruction/correction for a proper upbringing) 

instruction (counsel to avoid or cease improper conduct: admonish, warn, instruct) 

 

We preach the gospel best when we so enjoy God as God (and Father) that our fears and anger are at rest. 

Fathers father best not from their own “getting it right” but from Christ’s getting it right on our behalf. 


