
PRAY WE WILL SPEAK THE GOSPEL 
 

With helmet and sword pray for pastors and people 
to speak and live from Gospel necessity. 

 

Cov Pres                        EPHESIANS 6:17-20                                    24 June A.D. 2012 
 

 

 
 

Introduction: 
A/ Westminster Confession of Faith XXI.V (21.5): 

The reading of the Scriptures with godly fear, the sound preaching and conscionable hearing of the Word, 
in obedience unto God, with understanding, faith and reverence…are all parts of the ordinary religious 
worship of God.... 

B/ The Teaching-Preaching Continuum 

TEACHING ←−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−→PREACHING 

   Scripture explained: nearer & broader biblical context   Scripture proclaimed to apply its significance 

   Organized/outlined w/ text-centered focus           Organized/outlined w/ church-centered focus 

Expository Preaching by preparation exposes the text’s meaning & significance for its original audience, but in 
delivery emphasizes its significance (including Christological/Gospel s.) & application to build up Christ’s church. 

 

ONE: WITH HELMET AND SWORD PRAY IN THE SPIRIT 

Ephesians 6:17-18a 
 17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 18 With all prayer and 

petition pray at all times in the Spirit,… NAS 
 

Context of 6:17-20 in Ephesians 
We are in a real battle and need helmet (salvation)  

and sword (the Spirit and his convicting/illumining/applying of God’s word)  
as we prepare, pray, preach and witness. 

 

To pray in the Spirit:  we live by/according to the realm of the Spirit [SIN] not that of the flesh [SINS]; we’ve 
been blessed by the convicting work of the Spirit; prayer is for  soldiers of Christ’s kingdom now begun. 

Mark 14 38 Keep watching & praying that you may not come into temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak. 
James 4 1 What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you? Is not the source your pleasures that wage war in 

your members? 2 You lust and do not have; so you commit murder. You are envious and cannot obtain; so you 
fight and quarrel. You do not have because you do not ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask with 
wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures. 

John 16  8 And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment;                
9 concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me; 10 and concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father 
and you no longer see Me; 11 and concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has been judged. 

Matthew 6  7-15 Pray, then in this way: Our Father who is in heaven, Hallowed be Your name…  
Matthew 6  33 But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things… 
3 John   2 Beloved, I pray that in all respects you may prosper and be in good health, just as your soul prospers. 

 
TWO: PRAY FOR PASTORS AND PEOPLE TO SPEAK AND LIVE FROM GOSPEL NECESSITY 

PASTORS:  Ephesians 6:19-20 

 19 and pray on my behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to make known with 
boldness the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in proclaiming it I may 
speak boldly, as I ought to speak. NAS 



Colossians 4:2-4: Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping watch in it with thanksgiving 
praying at the same time also concerning us, 

that God might open to us a door for the word,  
to speak the mystery of Christ (on account of which I am bound)  

in order that I might make it known/make it clear  
as it is fitting/necessary for me to speak] My literal translation 

 

With perseverance and petition pray for pastors, church planters, evangelists, missionaries… 
 

6:19: an utterance:  think prophets: lit. words/an utterance might be given me  in the opening of my mouth 
[tied to Col 4:5: redeeming, fitting words) 
If the OT prophets had something to proclaim, how much more the Apostles! 

 
6:19: Make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel  

[tied to Col 2:3:  the mystery of the Gospel] 
Why wouldn’t he/we be bold about this now-revealed mystery? 

 

6:20: proclaiming it speaking boldly (even as I ought to speak [even as an ambassador in chains]) 
[tied to Col 4:3: I am bound; Col 4:4: as it is fitting necessary for me to speak. 

 
Col 4:3: God’s opening doors, giving favor for the gospel 

God alone can open blind eyes, ears & quicken dead hearts.  The lies of our enemy distort and quench… 
 

Paul wanted to establish churches and see God call elders to build multiplying churches… 
2 Thes 3:1 Finally, brethren, pray for us that the word of the Lord will spread rapidly and be glorified, just as it 

did also with you;  
 

A season of prayer… 

PEOPLE: Ephesians 6:18b 
 

 18b and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints, NAS 

[Col 4:5-6:  In wisdom walk towards outsiders 
the time redeeming/making the most of/delivering: 

your (pl.) word always in/with grace 
having been seasoned with salt 

so you (pl.) know how it is fitting to answer each one.] My literal translation 
 

With this in view (battle, helmet, sword, praying in the Spirit) keep on the alert in all perseverance and 
prayer for all believers 

6:18b for all the saints: not just leaders stand in need of prayer 
 

Col 4:5  in wisdom walk towards outsiders 
with words/utterance that redeem the moment/opportunity 

 

Col 4:6 our words always in grace=full of grace but salty like King Jesus’ words… 
our walk/speech as fitting/necessary for each one (wisdom—prayer/God created) 

 

Tips           &            Excuses:  (adapted from D.A. Carson) 
1 plan to pray: Jesus did (established place, lists…)    1 I’m too busy, schedule is too jammed 
2 keep focus: walk around; pray via Scripture (Lords’ Prayer)  2 I’m too dry, not spiritual enough 
3 mix praise/thanksgiving/song with intercession/entreaty   3 I don’t feel the need to pray 

 
Are you an outsider/observer or a shareholder/soldier in Jesus’ kingdom enterprise?  

 
A season of prayer… 
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