
Mark Series: Let the Gospel Tell the Gospel 
 

BY HIM I SEE EVERYTHING ELSE  
APART FROM JESUS, DARKNESS COVERS THE EARTH, BUT WHEN YOU SEE HIM YOU SEE EVERYTHING.  

 

Psalm 36:9 For with You is the fountain of life; In Your light we see light. 

Mark 15:38 And the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.  
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“I believe in Christianity as I believe that the sun has risen. Not only because I see it, but because by it I 
see everything else.”      "Is Theology Poetry?" in The Weight of Glory and Other Addresses, 1949 

 
Mark 15:33-38 BLINDNESS: darkness, desolation, isolation, judgment  

 

15:33 Darkness  Isa 60:2; Amos 5:20 
 

Darkness is being away from the light: Psalm 36:7-10 
 
Psalm 36:1 Transgression speaks to the ungodly within his heart; There is no fear of God before his eyes.  
 
God’s word promises judgment in the day of the Lord: Isa 13:9-13; Amos 8:7-10. 
 

15:34 Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachtani: amazingly the darkness and judgment are here tied to Jesus’ death not ours. 
 

Why didn’t Jesus die better? Why did he cry out?   He both turned to scripture in his agony of soul and was 
teaching was teaching us.  Both his experience of darkness  and his closeness to the Father are 
displayed in the forsakenness and the My God, My God… 

 
15:35 They misunderstand, for they are still in darkness. Are we? 
 
15:36 Bitter wine: most likely to keep Jesus alert either for Elijah to come or to prolong his agony. 
 
15:37 Jesus’ death is intentional and he is in control even in his weakness of body. 
 

John 10:11 (good shepherd) John 10:15 I lay down my life for my sheep 
 
Mat 27:50 he yields up his spirit John 19:30  It is finished! 
 
Luke 23:46 Father, into your hands I commit my spirit. 
 

15:38       Judgment on the priests and temple, but a new and open way to the Father for all who will enter through 
Jesus. 

 
RE: the torn curtain 
 

Heb 6:19-20 a new hope that enters within the veil 
 
Heb 9:8-15 the way into the holy place now disclosed 
 
Heb 10:19-22  Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of 

Jesus,.. 
 



This rending of the curtain the veil is at the core of Jesus’ ministry: 
 

Mark 1:9-11  
 9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 Immediately coming up 

out of the water, He saw the heavens opening, and the Spirit like a dove descending upon Him;  11 and a voice came 
out of the heavens: “You are My beloved Son, in You I am well-pleased.”  

 

Mark 9:1-8 At Jesus’ transfiguration, God comes down and speaks, telling us to listen to his Son. 
 

 

Mark 15:39 GLORY:  
 

“I believe in Christianity as I believe that the sun has risen. Not only because I see it, but because by 
it I see everything else.”      "Is Theology Poetry?" in The Weight of Glory and Other Addresses, 1949 

 
 
 

15:39   a Centurion 

Roman/outsider 
Oppressor/man of force and violence 
Executioner 
Stands facing/right-in-front/opposite him 

 

Before Sanhedrin (14:61-72): Mocked, maltreated and Peter denying him (Peter) 
 

Before Pilate (15:2-20): priests and people's shouts and scorn. 
 

Before the crowd/on the cross (15:21-32): continued mockery 
 

Before God's judgment (15:33-39) (propitiation): centurion's perception he deserved not and received 
meekness. 

 

He sees; God graciously opens his eyes; in Jesus’ light he sees… 
 

HIS POWER OF DYING. AUGUSTINE: He departed by his [own] power; for he had not come by necessity. And so some 
marveled more at his power of dying than at his power of performing miracles. TRACTATES ON JOHN 31.6.25 1 

 

What has changed because you see by Jesus everything else? 
 

Scripture? 
Work? 
Finances? 
Multi-ethic worship? 
Marriage? 
Sexuality? 
Religion? 
 

Those who belong to Jesus are those who learn of Jesus. Those who have a place in his new kingdom mansion of the 
new heaven and new earth are those who hear his voice and follow. 
 

“I believe in Christianity as I believe that the sun has risen. Not only because I see it, but because by 
it I see everything else.”      "Is Theology Poetry?" in The Weight of Glory and Other Addresses, 1949 
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