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Mark 15:16-32 – “An Ultimate Irony” 

Mark records for us more than a dozen ironic events in this passage.  But there are also three 

overarching ironies for our consideration. 

1) Those who feel no need to worship God are among the most devout of all people. 

- v 16 – Jesus is led to a palace, a place of authority where a leader is revered and honored.  A 

whole battalion of men assemble.  A kind of sick, inverted worship service. 

- v 17-18 – Jesus is given a robe (royalty) and a “crown” (deity), and is hailed as King of the Jews. 

- v 19 – They spat on Jesus, lit. “kept on spitting”, an ironic picture of the sin of mankind – rather 

than exalting God, they treat him as unworthy of any kind of respect. 

- v 19 – They bowed down before him.  See Phil. 2:9-11, “every knee shall bow” 

 

Why this “mock worship”?  What is the point?  We were created for worship.  We choose to either submit 

to the one true God, or another god of our own making.  But two gods cannot occupy the same place in 

our lives.  Something must give.  And the true God is a threatening presence.  We will either worship him 

or mock him. 

 

Possible application:  What might “false worship” look like in our lives?  The first commandment 

highlights this issue in our lives.  Who/what do we worship other than the true God?  Other gods?  False 

images of God? 

 

2) What looked like chaos was exactly as God intended things to be. 

- From 30,000 feet this narrative looks like total chaos. 

- Dozens of prophetic passages remind us of the purposefulness of God.  Ps. 22: mocking, 

piercing hands and feet, bones out of joint, gambling for Jesus’ clothing.  Isaiah 53: Suffering 

servant bearing our infirmities. 

- When we see chaos, injustice, mocking, corruption we tend to think that what we need is more 

social, economic or political power.  But what we need is the power of God.  Though we are 

called to be agents of change, we must remember that God stands above the apparent chaos of 

our world. 

- God can even use mockery of the gospel as a proclamation of His truth! 

- v 32 - Is seeing really believing?  What more must God do to prove his sovereignty over this 

universe? 

Possible Application:  Where do we turn in times of apparent chaos?  Do we doubt God’s purposes or 

His control over His creation?  Why do we so often need to “see to believe”? 

3) The purposefulness of God does not equal the powerlessness of God 

- vv 16, 20 Jesus is “led” to the palace and to his crucifixion.  Was Jesus ever “led” anywhere by 

men? 

- A man is forced to carry the cross and serve Jesus, though Jesus had come to serve us. 

- The religious authorities who are to serve God and the people don’t lift a finger to help.  But in 

fact Jesus has accused them of “laying burdens” on the people. (Luke 11:46) 

- Parenthesis:  Mark names Simon of Cyrene, as well as his sons.  This is like a footnote to testify 

to the historicity of the event. Rufus is named later in Romans 16 – possibly the same man, now a 

Believer? 



- v 23 – Jesus offered wine/myrrh to dull the pain and hasten his death.  But Jesus was in control 

of every moment, including his death. 

- v 24 – “They crucified him” – ironic in its minimization of the horror of crucifixion.  The point is 

NOT to feel sorry for Jesus, and this seems to be the point that Mark is making. Jesus is in full 

control and is anything but powerless. 

- When we look at the horror of the cross we should mark the gravity of our sin and the depth of 

God’s love.  “Ye who think of sin but lightly nor suppose the evil great, here may view its nature 

rightly, here its guilt may estimate. Mark the sacrifice appointed, see who bears the awful load; 'tis 

the Word, the Lord's Anointed, Son of Man and Son of God.” 

- vv 29-32 – mockers ironically use the language of salvation.  In a sense, Jesus could not come 

down, not because he was powerless, but because he was purposeful.  He would not save 

himself because he was on the cross to save others. 

- What would be the greatest demonstration of God’s power – the defeat of the mockers a-la 

Indiana Jones or the defeat of our sin? 

Possible Application:  Do you believe that God is purposeful, or powerless?  Keller: “Worry is when you 

are afraid that what God wants is not what you want.”  Do we set the agenda, or does God? 

John Calvin:  It is too customary with all wicked men to estimate the power of God by present 

appearances, so that whatever he does not accomplish they think that he cannot accomplish, and so 

they accuse him of weakness, whenever he does not comply with their wicked desire. 

God invites a dialog.  See Psalm 13.  He can handle our questions and our frustration.  But don’t make 

the mistake of questioning his power! 

Conclusion:   No “Bad Dog Sermons!” 

Our possible applications have included having false gods, pretending to worship, doubting God’s 

sovereignty and questioning His power.  This is devastating stuff.  But the point of everything we have 

considered this morning is the incredible love and grace of our God!  This is why it happened, this is why 

Mark recorded it, and this is why we talk about it in this church! 

The cross is God’s glorious rescue plan.  We should feel sorrow for our sin, but we should not feel sorry 

for Jesus.  All that is left for us to do is respond in praise, worship, adoration and gratitude for God’s 

great love. 

 

 

 


