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1 Peter  
Part 15 – How Jesus Cares for His Church  
 
1 Peter 5:1-5  
In the immediately preceding passage Peter warned his 
readers about the inevitability of suffering should they 
stand for Christ. Now Peter turns his attention to those 
entrusted to giving spiritual oversight of these 
Christians in their various churches. And just as the life of a flock is dependent in many ways upon the 
shepherd so too the health of the church (“the flock of God”) depends upon the faithfulness of its overseers.  
 
Addressing the elders of the churches directly, Peter identifies himself as a fellow elder. Of course Peter 
was an apostle as well. This expression of solidarity with the other elders would have made them aware of 
the fact that their ministry of oversight in the churches was an extension of the ministry of the apostles 
whom Jesus himself had appointed to lead his church. Indeed, the authority of the elders, while certainly 
different from that of the apostles, was nevertheless derived from the apostles upon whom Jesus was 
building his church.  
 
There are key differences between elders and the apostles. The office of apostle was temporary having 
consisted of twelve men appointed directly by Jesus and imbued with supernatural power in order to confirm 
and establish the gospel of Christ. Apostles were also entrusted with the mysteries of God who through 
written revelation gave to the church what we know as the New Testament. The office of elder, on the other 
hand, is an ongoing office established by Jesus through the apostles. Individual churches are responsible 
to recognize and set apart those men whom the Lord is calling to service as elders.  They are solemnly 
entrusted with the care, feeding, and protection of the flock of God. Elders possess no authority on their 
own but only that which is derived from and limited by the Scriptures.  
 
In this final section of his letter, Peter emphasizes the importance of faithful elders through whom the Lord 
Jesus cares for his church. By applying the language of oversight and shepherding Peter gives insight into 
the nature of the elders’ responsibilities. Those responsibilities are further underscored by use of the term 
“flock of God” to refer to the church. In the end the elders of the church will give account to Jesus the “Chief 
Shepherd” (vs. 4) whose return we look for with eager longing. Jesus is the ultimate Shepherd who, rather 
than using the sheep, laid down his life for them (John 10:11-15). Instead of enriching himself, the Chief 
Shepherd impoverished himself so that we might receive the spiritual riches of his great salvation (2 
Corinthians 8:9). 
 
 
 
 
  
1. The Elder’s Role 
Vv. 1-2a 
 The word “elder” is translated from the Greek presbeuteros. The word “overseer” is translated from the 

Greek episkopos. Rather than distinct offices of church leadership these two words are used 
interchangeably to describe those who are called by God and appointed by the church to provide spiritual 
care and leadership. Though Peter was an apostle who walked with Jesus in close friendship he 
nevertheless describes himself as their fellow elder. It seems to be a touching expression of humility and 
solidarity. Peter’s own story proves that those tasked to shepherd Christ’s church do so by his grace.  

 The nature of the elder’s role is specified by the verb “shepherd” (poimanate). To shepherd a flock would 

have been readily understood by Peter’s original readers. Indeed, shepherd / sheep imagery has a rich 
history in the Scripture’s teaching about God’s relationship to his people.  

 Shepherds typically did not own the flock they were charged to care for. Nevertheless they labored on 
behalf of the owner to care for the flock. Shepherds led the sheep to fertile pastures where they would be 

Main Idea: Jesus Christ, the Head of the church, exercises care for his church through the 
ministry of elders.  
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well fed. He would bind up their wounds and supply treatment for their illnesses. Shepherds also carried 
weapons to ward off predators. Each of these responsibilities have direct application to how elders are to 
care for the church.  

 
 

2. The Elder’s Eagerness  
Vv. 2b-c 
 Peter warns against two misguided ways of service for elders. First he warns that they should not have 

to be coerced to serve. Elders ought to desire the office. The second qualification Peter adds is meant to 
mitigate against those whose eagerness is grounded in a desire for sinful gain. The eagerness of the 
elder must be the eagerness that comes from love of Christ and his people.  

 
 

3. The Elder’s Example  
Vs. 3 
 Elders are to be examples to the church of Christ-like love and leadership. Just as Jesus, the Chief 

Shepherd, did not seek to be served so too must elders lead for the good of God’s people. Misuse of 
power and domineering attitudes and practices harm the very ones elders are called to care for.  

 
 

4. The Elder’s Reward 
Vs. 4 
 It was common for wreaths to be placed upon the heads of those who triumphed in athletic competitions. 

For those honored by the emperor the crown would often be fashioned from gold. Peter draws upon this 
practice of public honor to illustrate the fact that the Lord Jesus will recognize those elders who have 
served faithfully. Once again Peter appeals to the second advent of Jesus to motivate his readers to 
appropriate action. All Christians – and perhaps elders particularly? – are to live with Christ’s appearing 
always before them.  

 
 

5. The Church’s Attitude  
Vs. 5  
 By addressing those who are younger Peter broadens his focus to the rest of the church. The church was 

made up of the elders and everyone else who would have been younger. Given that these were first 
generation Christians it would have been quite unusual for young men to have possessed the qualities 
required of elders. And generally speaking this remains true. While the accumulation of years does not 
necessarily make one godly, it is not likely that men in their 20’s have grown in the necessary knowledge 
and wisdom required of the church’s shepherds. That said, the church should not establish a fast rule 
regarding the age of those appointed to the office of elder.  

 
a) Willing submission  

 The authority of elders is established by God. However, that authority is exercised as the church willingly 
submits. That is, the authority of the elders is not coerced. It is recognized by the church.  

 
b) Collective humility  

 Peter quotes Proverbs 3:34 – “God opposes the arrogant but gives grace to the humble.” 

 The call to humility was in direct contrast to what was valued in the Greco-Roman world where humility 
was seen as a slave mentality. But as Peter has already made clear, Christians are resident aliens who 
live according to the standards of another kingdom (1:1; 2:11). “True humility, as opposed to a contrived, 
self-degrading humiliation, flows from recognizing one’s complete dependence on God and is expressed 
by the acceptance of one’s role and position in God’s economy” (Jobes, 309).  


