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1 Peter 
Part 17 – The True Grace of God 
 

1 Peter 5:12-14     
As was the custom of the day, Peter’s letter 
ends with a final greeting. But unlike the 
typical letters of the day, Peter’s epistle to 
the churches of Asia Minor is the inspired 
Word of God. As such even the words of 
final greeting are rich with meaning.  
 
In verse 12 Peter summarizes the point of 

his entire letter: “…I have written briefly to you, exhorting and declaring that this is the true grace of God. 
Stand firm in it.” Writing to fledgling churches far from Jerusalem who were experiencing the same sorts of 
trials as Christians throughout the empire, Peter’s goal was to exhort them to stand firm in God’s grace lest 
they succumb to the pressure and abandon the faith.  
 
The grace of God is expressed most supremely in his initiative to reconcile sinners to himself. As he writes 
in chapter one: “…knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, 
not with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb 
without blemish or spot” (vv 18-19). In chapter two Peter writes of the sinlessness of Jesus (vs. 22) and of 
his taking our sins upon himself on the cross (vs. 24). In chapter three the apostle writes of Christ’s 
substitutionary atonement for sinners: “For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit” (vs. 
18).  
 
The call to stand firm in the grace of God summarizes the exhortations in Peter’s letter. Suffering is a sure 
thing for all people. But along with the sufferings that are common to all, Christians can count on 
experiencing the sufferings that are unique to God’s people in a sinful world. Such suffering requires 
endurance. It requires a grace-fueled determination to stand firm in the salvation that the Lord alone has 
accomplished and applied.  
 
The final words of the letter are a benediction pronouncing peace upon all those who are in Christ Jesus. 
The peace Peter refers to here is not a simple peace of mind or a momentary cessation of stress. It is the 
peace experienced at war’s end; the peace of the sinner’s magnificent defeat at the hands of our gracious 
God.  

 
 
 
 
1. The grace that creates family  
Vs. 12a – “By Silvanus, a faithful brother as I regard him…” 
Vs. 13c – “…and so does Mark, my son…” 

 Silvanus (probably Silas, missionary partner of Paul) and John Mark (who had accompanied 
Paul in his first missionary journey and then went with Barnabas) are referred to with familial 
language. This was the routine practice among Christians. It signified their belief that union with 
Christ made family out of strangers. God instituted two families: the conjugal family (husband, 
wife, & children) and the spiritual family (the church) to which all believers belong. God’s grace 
removes our isolation and knits us together so that we become members of the household of 
faith (Galatians 6:10).  

Vs. 14a – “Greet one another with the kiss of love.” 
 

Main Idea: On the basis of his grace, sinners may have peace with God through Jesus Christ. 
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 Peter’s instructions to “greet one another with the kiss of love” was not an attempt to institute a 
new practice in Christian worship. Rather, Peter is simply exhorting his readers to show affection 
toward one another in the way which was common (and still is) in their culture. Our affection for 
fellow Christians ought to reflect our belief that we belong to the same family.  

 
 
2. The grace worth proclaiming  
Vs. 12b-c – “I have written briefly to you, exhorting and declaring that this is the true grace of 
God…”  

 An exhortation is a call for response. Throughout his letter Peter has been calling the Christians 
in Asia Minor to stand firm in their faith; to not waver in the face of persecution. These 
exhortations are proper responses to the truth of the gospel.  

 To declare something is to give public witness. The gospel is to be declared because it is the 
announcement of the good news of Jesus’ death for sinners and his resurrection.  

 The frequency of exhortations in Peter’s letter in no way negate the gospel. Rather it is a 
reminder of the transformative power of the gospel. The redemptive and sanctifying grace of 
God works fundamental change in the hearts of sinners so that they increasingly desire to live 
lives of glad obedience to God. 

 
 
3. The grace in which we stand 
Vs. 12d – “Stand firm in it.”  

 We do not stand upon a moral code or spiritual techniques and disciplines. We stand in grace. 
Our confidence is not grounded in what we can do for God but in what God has done for us 
through Jesus Christ. In his description of God’s “armor” for the Christian, Paul portrays their 
feet as being fitted with the “gospel of peace” (Eph. 6:15). 

 
 
4. The grace which sustains exiles  
Vs. 13a – “She who is at Babylon, who is likewise chosen, sends you greetings…” 

 Peter wrote his epistle from Rome which was at times cryptically referred to by Christians as 
Babylon. The “she who is at Babylon” was the church in Rome. The significance of Babylon was 
that God’s people had been exiled there in the 500’s B.C. during the reign of Nebuchadnezzar. 
In those years God’s people lost much of their national and ethnic identity. They lived as resident 
aliens in a pagan land. Peter’s use of Babylon in these closing words is yet another way that he 
reminds his readers that they are exiles; strangers and aliens.  

 
 
5. The grace which gives sinners peace with God 
Vs. 14b – “Peace to all of you who are in Christ.” 

 Peter ends his letter with a benediction or a word of blessing. The peace that Peter refers to is 
not simply a peaceful feeling. Rather, he is referring to the objective peace accomplished 
through the dying and rising of Christ; the peace forged between God and sinners. It is through 
Christ alone that sinners are made right with God. And that state of reconciliation cannot be 
broken for it is based upon God’s own justice. In his grace he put forth his Son to pay the due 
penalty for the sins of his people. Therefore since God’s justice has been satisfied fully through 
the work of Jesus Christ God would have to deny himself to cast away his people. There is 
nothing more secure in the universe than the peace God has made with redeemed sinners.  


