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Advent 

Glory to the Newborn King  
 

Luke 2:1-14    
Of all the passages of Scripture 
which refer to the birth of Jesus 
none is so well known as Luke’s 
account. Some people have only 
heard those words through the 
voice of Linus in the quite wonderful 
A Charlie Brown Christmas (1964). 
Some think of Luke’s words as a 
quaint story not meant to be taken 
as the record of actual events. 
Others see the words as a threat; 
something which must be carefully 
expunged from any and all public 
settings.  
 
Of those options, I most resonate 
with those who wish to silence the 
words. Not because I agree with 
them, mind you. But short of 
believing the words, the next most appropriate response is to fear them. The account of the birth of Jesus 
Christ is not meant to be a warm but ultimately inconsequential story. Luke describes nothing less than the 
coming of the God-man into the world. He records an event which is singular in cosmic history and a mystery 
which rises above all other mysteries: the incarnation of the eternal God into frail human flesh.  
 
But the mystery of incarnation is not the reason for the hostility arrayed against any public mention of Luke’s 
words. No such hostility accompanies the reading or recitation of ancient Greek myths about gods 
consorting with humanity. No one worries that the tales of Hercules (born to Zeus and Alcmena) or Perseus 
(born to Zeus and Danae) somehow threaten to unfairly indoctrinate the unsuspecting public into the religion 
of the ancient Greeks. And even if folks did believe that Zeus still more or less ran things from Olympus, so 
what? To each his own, right?  
 
Please don’t read my words as a campaign for civic religion. But the reason the story told in the second 
chapter of Luke is treated to such intolerant opposition is because, unlike the stories of Perseus and 
Hercules, the story of Jesus reminds sinners of their sin. Jesus stands as a constant reminder that sinners 
need a Savior. Luke’s account has the distinctive ring of truth.  
 
Luke tells us that the birth of Jesus was heralded by a multitude of angelic beings. They did not declare 
merely that a child was born but that a Savior was born. They did not break open the night sky to announce 
that mankind had a new and better moral example to follow. They shouted out the news that the One born 
in Bethlehem came to make peace between God and sinners. There are only two things you can do with 
that truth. Either you will hate it and seek to silence it for the comfort of your sin-haunted conscience. Or, 
you will worship your Redeemer.  

 
 
 
1. The glory of Jesus in the timing of his arrival 
Vs. 1 – “In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus…”  

 One thousand years before Jesus was born, Israel was one of the greatest kingdoms in the region of the 
Mediterranean. Israel’s greatest king, David, was on the throne. His son Solomon would follow and 
Israel’s fortunes would increase. Though they were surrounded by enemies, there was peace on all sides. 

Main Idea: The glory of Christ was displayed in the timing, manner and purpose of his birth. 
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Representatives from Africa and the Far East came to them to seek their favor. The wisdom of Solomon 
was sought by other rulers.  

 But things had changed radically by the time of Jesus’ birth. Years before, God’s people suffered a 
devastating division between Israel and Judah; the Northern and Southern Kingdoms. Israel, the Northern 
Kingdom had been conquered and carried away by the mighty Assyrians. Many in Judah, the Southern 
Kingdom, were taken into exile by Babylon. The glory had departed. By the time of Jesus’ birth, Judah 
was a client state of a pagan Roman oppressor. Pious Jews, as well as those who were simply 
nationalistic, were scandalized by the fate of their once great nation.  

 Augustus, the nephew of Julius Caesar, was on the throne of Rome. He had patiently consolidated power 
after the divisions caused by his uncle’s assassination. Augustus defeated the forces of Mark Antony and 
Cleopatra. He subdued the peoples to the north. There was peace in Rome. But it was a peace that came 
at the point of a sword. Judah survived, it seemed, only because Rome allowed it. How curious it is that 
God chose to display the glory of his redemptive purposes not when Judah was at her strongest but when 
she was at her weakest. 

 Augustus seems to have been the first Caesar to be worshipped as a god. He was lauded as a man who 
became a god. What beautiful irony that God sent his Son to become a man at a time when a man in 
Rome pretended to be a god. While Augustus was praised as “Savior of the World” God quietly sent the 
world’s true Savior through the womb of a virgin, born in the tiny city of David.  

 

2. The glory of Jesus in the manner of his arrival 
Vs. 7 – “And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.” 

 Jesus’ birth was unusual in its humble circumstances. Mary and Joseph were seemingly cogs in the 
wheels of Rome. Like everyone else, they made their way to Joseph’s ancestral home in order to register 
for the tax. Of course this brought them to the very place where prophecy had dictated that the Messiah 
would be born: “But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from 
you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient 
days” (Micah 5:2). 

 Tiny Bethlehem was filled with those traveling for the census. Joseph and Mary were forced to lodge in 
the portion of a home reserved for animals. There were no luxuries or even typical comforts that 
accompanied the birth of the Messiah. Thus, the glory of God’s love is displayed in the manner of Christ’s 
birth. The Father sent the Eternal Son in such a way that he would be for frail and fallen humanity a 
sympathizing High Priest; a Savior who would carry our guilt and sorrows.  

 But in the hills outside Bethlehem, Heaven celebrated what the earth ignored. Luke directs our attention 
to shepherds keeping watch over the flocks. Shepherds occupied the lower rungs of society. They were 
a rough lot, spending their time with animals and equipped to fend off predators. Shepherds were 
considered ceremonially unclean and yet it was to these rough and lowly men to whom the announcement 
of the Messiah’s arrival was made.  

 

3. The glory of Jesus in the purpose of his arrival  
Vv. 10–14 – [10] And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that 
will be for all the people. [11] For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 
Lord. [12] And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a 
manger.” [13] And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and 
saying, [14] “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

 The words of the angel to the shepherds is not only an announcement of the Messiah’s arrival but an 
explanation of the purpose of his coming. The One born in Bethlehem (a fulfillment of prophecy) is the 
Christ; the Messiah. He is the long-awaited Deliverer. He is also the Lord. The baby born in Bethlehem 
is not merely a prophet or a mighty leader. He is God in the flesh; the Lord Almighty. The angelic song 
pronounces “peace” to all those upon whom God’s grace rests. This peace is not the peace of Rome. It 
is the peace which only God can bring about. It the peace of God and sinners reconciled.  


