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 Part 3 – Behold Your God (1)  
 
Genesis 1:1 (Isaiah 40:1-31) 
 

O Jerusalem, herald of good news; 
                        lift it up, fear not; 

say to the cities of Judah, 
                     “Behold your God!”  
      
In the fifth century, Augustine wrote, “If you 
understand a being, it is not God.” Many 

generations later in 1961 J.B. Phillips, in his pamphlet, Your God is Too Small, observed that contemporary 
Christians had, in essence, made for themselves a god who bore little resemblance to the eternal and 
almighty God of Scripture. 
 
Peter Sanlon warns, 
“Planted deep in our hearts are the roots of a weed that smothers our attempts to think about God faithfully. 
We nurture the assumption that God is basically a bigger, more powerful version of us. This idea is a 
noxious weed, yet we try to grow it into grand thoughts about God. the belief that God is simply a bit bigger 
than us is fit only for the fire” (Simply God, 25).  
 
Though God is not like us, though we cannot fully understand him, we are nevertheless called to know him. 
Through the prophet Jeremiah the Lord said, “Let him who boasts boast in this, that he knows and 
understands me” (9:24). But learning how to think right thoughts and say right words about God does not 
come naturally or easily. Right thinking about God comes from minds and hearts disciplined by the Word 
of God and formed under the historic witness of the church.  
 

1. God is Unknowable and Knowable  
 The first words of the Bible remind us that there is no cosmic debate over the existence of God. He simply 

is. But is it possible for God’s human creatures to know him? Some Scriptures call us to know God and 
commend those who do. However, other texts of Scripture suggest that God is beyond our knowing. So 
which is it?  

 
a) God is Unknowable  
Romans 11:33-36; 1 Timothy 6:16 

 Paul wrote to Timothy that God “dwells in unapproachable light.” In the doxology of Romans 11 Paul calls 
the ways and judgments of God, “unsearchable,” and “inscrutable.” The prophet Isaiah asks rhetorically, 
“Who has measured the spirit of the Lord, or what man shows him is counsel?” (40:13). When he begins 
to accuse God of injustice, Job is confronted with the inscrutability of God (chapters 40-42).  

 This is why theologians often times describe God in negative terms. Unable to adequately describe who 
and what God is, we often rely heavily on the knowledge of what he is not. God is not limited, he is 
unchanging, he does not sin, he is unlike man, etc. When we speak of God in positive terms, describing 
what he is like, we must rely on language and concepts that can never capture the truth fully. For instance, 
how can our words “great” and “good” truly do justice to God? And yet God in his grace stoops to us and 
gives us language to approximate the majesty of his nature.  

 “Stammering, we echo the heights of God as best we can.” (Gregory the Great) 
 
b) God is Knowable  
Jeremiah 9:23-24; Hosea 6:3  

 Throughout the Scriptures the godly are commended for knowing and understanding God. But such 
knowledge of God cannot be had apart from belief. We do not seek to know God as some sort of an 
object of curiosity. We don’t examine him through a microscope or on the basis of mathematic equations. 
He is God our Maker and must be approached with faith and devotion.  
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 God is knowable, but only on his terms. God is knowable, but only in those ways that are fitting for his 
glory and only in those ways which are fitting for our status as his creatures. Certainly, as Paul points out 
in Romans 1, God has made certain things about himself plain in the things that he has made so that all 
people are without excuse (Romans 1:18ff). But if we are to know God in a way that is redemptive then 
we are entirely dependent upon him to make himself known. And that is precisely what he has done for 
us in his holy word. God has chosen to make himself known relationally and redemptively by the eternal 
Holy Spirit through the means of his written word.  

 

2. God is Far and Near 
 Closely connected to the idea of God’s know-ability is that of his immanence and transcendence. Does 

God rule over us as King or is he close to us like a shepherd caring for a lamb?  
 
a) God’s Transcendence  
Isaiah 40:18 – “To whom then will you liken God, or what likeness compare with him?” 
Isaiah 40:22–23 – “It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; 
who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, and spreads them like a tent to dwell in; who brings princes 
to nothing, and makes the rulers of the earth as emptiness.” 

 God’s transcendence means that he is over and beyond us. We are not to treat him like any other person. 
God is the Creator, Lord, and King of all things. He is the One to whom “the nations are like a drop from 
the bucket” (vs. 15).  

 
b) God’s Immanence  
Isaiah 40:11 – “He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; he will carry them 
in his bosom, and gently lead those that are with young.” 

 That God is immanent means that he is near us. Isaiah compares the Lord to a shepherd who holds his 
lambs near to his heart. One could scarcely find a more tender and endearing image. The fact that the 
opening words of the Bible address God in his act of creating indicates that he is willfully near to his 
people. God has come near to us supremely in the incarnation of the eternal Son, the indwelling presence 
of the Holy Spirit, and through the means of his Word. We must remember that our experience of the 
nearness of God is ordinarily mediated to us through the power of his word. 

 A God who is either transcendent or immanent cannot ultimately comfort his people. Isaiah 40 opens with 
the words to Isaiah, “Comfort, comfort my people.” Those words are followed by the promises of 
forgiveness of sin and salvation accomplished by our God who is both near and far; immanent and 
transcendent. It could be no other way. Salvation to sinners could only come from a God who is both over 
us and with us; a God who is simultaneously our Judge and our Advocate.  

  
3. God is Eternal  
Genesis 1:1 – “In the beginning God…” 
Isaiah 40:28 – “Have you not known? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator 
of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable.” 

 The first words of the Bible presuppose the existence of God. However, in those words we see the limits 
of human language to capture the ineffability of God. We can only think of God in terms which in some 
way or another link him to our bounded imaginations. That is, our minds are bound by time and space. 
We simply do not have the words to describe the truly eternal. Even in thinking about the eternal or infinite 
we can only do so in relation to our finite categories.  

 

4. God is Almighty 
Genesis 1:1 – “In the beginning God created the heavens and earth.” 
Isaiah 40:10 – “Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; behold, his reward is 
with him, and his recompense before him.” 

 The first words of Genesis offer a breathtaking glimpse into the almighty power of God. With a remarkable 
economy of words, we are told that God “created the heavens and the earth.” When one considers the 
unimaginable vastness and complexity of the cosmos contrasted with the ease of God in his acts of 
creation, one can only marvel at his might. God’s power is unlimited and therefore whatever God wills, 
He accomplishes. It is impossible for a God to will a thing and yet not bring it to pass.  


