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Part 5 – In The Beginning Was the Word  
 
Genesis 1:1-5    
 
God is described as creating by the power of his word. 
He speaks and something comes from nothing. He gives 
the word and order and beauty come from the formless 
raw materials. Throughout the Scriptures, God creates, 
commands, guides, judges, and redeems by the power 
of his word. 
 

From the very beginning, our Savior and Redeemer has been present and active. Jesus is no latecomer to 
the Godhead. He is not a divine “Plan B” introduced so that God can recoup his losses. Of Jesus, the 
Apostle John wrote, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God” 
(1:1). Jesus is “before all things, and in him all things hold together” (Col. 1:17). He is the Lamb of God 
whose work of redeeming sinners was decreed long before the world was ever made (Eph. 1:4-10; Rev. 
5). And just as in the days of creation, in the eternal age to come, our Lord himself will be our Light: “And 
the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the 
Lamb” (Rev 21:23). 
 

Exegetical Overview: 
Vs.1 – Unlike the pagan creation stories, the Bible shows no interest in the question of where God himself 
came from. This is because, unlike the pagan gods, The Lord has no beginning. He is infinite and self-
existing. Moses uses the Hebrew Elohim for God rather than Yahweh (the Lord) which will not be introduced 
until Exodus. Elohim (God) is the name which typically refers to God in his universal rule and 
transcendence. Yahweh (The Lord) is God’s personal name used more specifically in his relationship with 
his people. It is a distinction not always observed but frequently observed and certainly here. 
Vs. 2 – From this sparse description we may assume that God first created matter and then brought order 
and harmony to it. Observing the world in its fallen state, the pagans naturally assumed that the cosmos 
was birthed through chaotic events such as war between the gods. This is God’s normal way of working, 
as the rest of the Bible will teach us: to move from the formless to the formed. This pattern is seen in the 
salvation of sinners, the new creations in Christ. We also read that the Spirit of God was hovering. There is 
no impersonal detachment here as was so characteristic of the pagan accounts. Rather, God’s acts of 
creation and ordering are personal and intimate. 
Vs. 3 – The simple phrase, “And God said…” leaves no room for a self-existent universe, or one that is 
random or arising from unguided processes. It leaves no room for the pantheism (creation as a part of god) 
of the eastern religions. The universe and everything in it was brought into being by the utterance of God’s 
word. This is, once again, a highly personal act. There is also none of the tension or strife or resistance that 
is characteristic of the creation accounts of the Ancient Near East. God’s power is absolute and he is in 
complete control. 
Vs. 4 – It seems natural that calling forth light should be the first step of ordering creation’s raw material. 
Throughout the Scriptures, light is the manifestation of God’s righteous presence in the world. Here, light 
precedes the creation of the sun, just as it outlasts the sun (Rev. 22:5). The darkness of night is also part 
of God’s good creation. Night allows God’s people a regular pattern of rest and renewal. The night has also 
allowed God’s people throughout the ages to marvel at his cosmos with their own eyes.  
Vs. 5 – The progress of creation is recorded in two three-part groupings (triads) of days. The first triad 
involves separations of formless matter into three spheres (light & dark, sky & sea, land). The second triad 
fills up those spheres (Light and dark are given the sun, moon, and stars / Water and sky are filled with fish 
and birds / Land is filled with animals and human beings). 
 
 “In the beginning was the Word…” 

 What the original hearers of the creation account could only see glimpses of, we now see fully. The 
Apostle John opens his gospel in a way that take us back to the very first words of the Bible: “In the 
beginning…” The Lord Jesus was not a late edition to God’s plans nor was he part of creation. Jesus is 
the eternal and living Word of God coexisting with the Father and the Spirit in the triune Godhead.  
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1. Jesus is God’s Eternal Word  
Vs. 1 – “In the beginning God…” 

 The plural noun Elohim (God) indicates the triune mystery of God’s essential nature (Remember that in 
the Old Testament, Elohim is modified exclusively by singular verbs). In verse 2 the Spirit of God is 
depicted as “hovering over the face of the waters.” Along with the Spirit, Christians should expect the 
presence of the eternal Son at creation. The Apostle Paul wrote that by Jesus, “all things were created, 
in heaven and on earth…all things were created through him and for him” (Col. 1:16). The writer of 
Hebrews states that Christ is “heir of all things, through whom [God] also created the world” (1:2).  

 The answer to the question of Jesus’ presence at creation is seen in verse 3 where light comes forth by 
the powerful Word of God. In this sense, the Word of God is not a reference to sounds generated by 
vocal chords. Rather, the creative power of God is mediated through the Eternal Son. “All things were 
made through him, and without him was not anything made that was made” (Jn. 1:3).  

 
2. Jesus is God’s Sovereign Word. 
Vs. 3 – “And God said…” 

 The formula, “And God said,” is repeated 10 times in Genesis 1. There is to be no confusion between 
God and what God has made. The distinction between creation and Creator is absolute. Creation is the 
product of God’s sovereign will. “For he spoke and it came to be; he commanded, and it stood firm” (Ps. 
33:9). It is significant that God is described as naming the various elements of creation. “According to the 
conceptions of the ancient Near East, possessing no name was equivalent to nonexistence. An Egyptian 
text describes [the time before creation] as the time ‘when no name of anything had yet been named.’” 
To give something its name also demonstrates one’s dominion. Parents name their children. We name 
our pets. Likewise, God names the elements of creation because he is absolutely sovereign over 
everything he has made (Sarna 7-8).  

 In verse 2 of the creation account, the Spirit of God is depicted as “hovering” over the deep. This is a 
picture of the Spirit’s work of preparation prior to God speaking his sovereign word. It is the same way in 
the salvation of sinners. The Spirit prepares the hearts of the elect for the saving work of the living Word 
of God.  

 
3. Jesus is God’s Saving Word.  
Vs. 3 – “And God said, ‘Let there be light,’ and there was light.”  

 On the first day of creation God brought forth light into the formless cosmos. Throughout the Scriptures, 
the theme of light is significant. At creation God provided light apart from anything other than the glory of 
his own presence; a light which will shine upon all the redeemed in the age to come (Rev. 21:23). In the 
Bible, just as in our own experience, light is associated with the flourishing of life. Plants cannot grow 
without light. We cannot find our way without light. During the Exodus, the Lord guided his people at night 
by way of a great pillar of fire in the sky. By his Word, the Lord lights our way: “Your word is a lamp to my 
feet and a light to my path” (Ps. 119:105).  

 Light is also connected to God’s blessings and presence. During the Exodus years, Moses met with God 
on the behalf of the people and would come forth from those meetings with light radiating from his face. 
The Aaronic blessing of Numbers 6 states, “The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to 
shine upon you and be gracious to you” (vv. 24-25). 

 Most significant is the connection between light and salvation. “The Lord is my light and my salvation, 
whom shall I fear?” (Ps. 27:1). Of Jesus, the Apostle John wrote, “In him was life, and the life was the 
light of men. The light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it” (1:4-5). Jesus called 
himself “the Light of the World” (Jn. 8:12).  

 God’s first act of calling forth light points us to the salvation which he will call forth for his sin-ruined 
people. Jesus Christ, the eternal Word, shines the light of salvation into this world of darkness (Isa. 9:2). 
“For God, who said, ‘let light shine out of darkness,’ has shone in our hearts to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ” (2 Cor. 4:6). 


