
Covenant Presbyterian Church                                                                                                           July 14, 2019 
 

Part 7 – The Church’s Fellowship  
 
Acts 2:42-47  
And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ 

teaching and the fellowship… 
 
Americans are less connected than ever. 
Thanks to social media we appear to be 
connected. Facebook and snapchat give the 
veneer of social connectedness. Ironically, 
however, our almost constant access via social 
media has actually worked toward an increasing 
sense of alienation. It is a counterfeit fellowship. 

It is isolation masquerading as and then replacing genuine connection. How sad then that some churches 
happily promote “online campuses;” ways of “going to church” without ever leaving your armchair. Such 
innovations may make it possible to watch a live-streamed band and preacher. The only thing that is lost is 
the church itself.  
 
J.I. Packer has written: 

We should not…think of fellowship with other Christians as a spiritual luxury, an optional addition 
to the exercises of private devotion. We should recognize rather that such fellowship is a spiritual 
necessity; for God has made us in such a way that our fellowship with himself is fed by our 
fellowship with fellow-Christians, and requires to be so fed constantly for its own deepening and 
enrichment.  

 
What is described at the end of Acts chapter 2 is a fellowship. It is a uniquely Christian reality. The church 
is a communion of believers united to one another through Christ. The saving power of the Lord Jesus, his 
Word, his people, and his priorities lie at the heart of the church’s fellowship.  
 
This fellowship will often be challenging given the fact that we are all still works in progress struggling 
against our own sin. We will disappoint one another. We will fail from time to time. Some of those failures 
will be significant. And yet this has always been the case with the church’s fellowship. Nevertheless, it has 
pleased God to make the fellowship of his people a means by which he draws unbelievers to himself. Luke 
concludes his brief description of the church in Jerusalem by pointing to the fruit of their fellowship: 

“And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received 
their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having favor with all the people. And 
the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved” (2:46-47). 

 
 

We need the church’s fellowship because… 
1. It is Sanctifying  
Vs. 42 – “And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship…”  

 At the heart of the church’s fellowship is the Lord Jesus. His presence is mediated to us through the Holy 
Spirit primarily by means of God’s Word. So the Apostles placed the ministry of the Word at the center of 
the church’s fellowship. This makes the church’s fellowship uniquely Christian. It offers what nothing else 
in the world possibly can: growth in Christ-likeness. We are made more holy, that is, sanctified, by our 
active involvement in the church’s fellowship.  

 In Colossians, the Apostle Paul writes, “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and 
admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness 
in your hearts to God” (3:16). Likewise, the writer of Hebrews makes a direct connection between the 
church gathering together and “how to stir up one another to love and good works” (10:24-25). 

 “What determines our brotherhood is what that man is by reason of Christ. Our community with one 
another consists solely in what Christ has done to both of us…I have community with others and I shall 
continue to have it only through Jesus Christ…We have one another only through Christ, but through 
Christ we do have one another, wholly, and for all eternity.” – D. Bonhoeffer (Life Together, 26) 
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2. It is Caring  
Vv. 44-45 – “And all who believed were together and had all things in common. And they were selling their 
possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need.” 

 The social and economic circumstances into which the Jerusalem church was born were unique. What is 
described here is not a prescription for economic socialism. Nor is this a prohibition against private 
property. Indeed, the New Testament assumes that Christians may possess private property; that they 
will have personal finances from which to be generous. What is being described at the end of Acts 2 is 
an expression of Christian fellowship which moves to care when needs become clear. What happened in 
Jerusalem at Pentecost, when thousands of Jews from well outside Jerusalem were converted, 
represented a potential disaster. All those men, women, and children who now found themselves devoted 
to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship were now far away from their homes. The needs for food, 
shelter, and clothing were immediate. And the church responded generously.  

 Galatians 6:10 – “So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those 
who are of the household of faith.” 

 The church’s fellowship begins its acts of caring with close to home. We are to be attentive to one 
another’s needs. This will be a challenge for numerous reasons. But we need the church’s fellowship so 
that we might be channels of blessing to one another.  

  

3. It is Hospitable  
Vs. 46 – “And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received 
their food with glad and generous hearts.” 

 In the Old Testament, Israel’s identity was formed in part through the experience of being a stranger and 
a sojourner, stuck in a temporary place, never quite at home, vulnerable to others, and always having to 
live according to God’s provision. The New Testament will use Israel’s status as sojourners and aliens as 
a paradigm for the Christian life. Again and again, God provided everything the nation needed to survive. 
So Israel’s status as sojourners and aliens functioned as both a reminder of their ultimate dependence 
on God and therefore as a basis for their gratitude, obedience, and hope in him. 

 Their experience of being foreigners was also essential in helping them understand the needs of 
strangers in their midst. They received the hospitality of God, which in turn taught them to offer that same 
hospitality to others. As a result, Israel was the only ancient Near Eastern country with laws protecting 
the stranger and alien (Ex. 23:9, Deut. 10:19). Judges were commanded to deal impartially between 
aliens and Israelites (Dt. 1:16, 24:17). Cities of refuge were open to both native and alien alike (Num. 
35:15; Josh. 20:9). Sojourners were often classed with widows, orphans, and the poor as deserving the 
community’s provision and just treatment (Ex. 22:21-24, Dt. 24:17-18). 

 Romans 12:13 – “Share with God’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality.” 

 One of the necessary qualifications of elders is that they be hospitable (1 Timothy 3:1-3; Titus 1:8).  

 In 1 Peter 4:7-11, the Apostle warns, “The end of all things is near.” It’s a statement that begs the 
question, “If the end is coming, what are we to do?” Peter’s answer is straight forward: “Above all, love 
each other deeply.” Then he says to do this in two ways: First, everyone should “show hospitality to one 
another without grumbling.” Second, everyone should “use whatever gift he has received to serve others.” 
We do these things, moreover, “so that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.” 

 

4. It is Appealing   
Vs. 47 – “…praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by 
day those who were being saved.” 
 Even to the most cynical, deep and loving fellowship is appealing. As the gospel advanced the church in 

Jerusalem eventually began experiencing growing opposition and persecution. Nevertheless, many 
people were fascinated by and drawn to the Church’s fellowship. Their evident care for each other and 
even outsiders was something quite new. The centrality of corporate worship and the proclamation of 
God’s Word were highly peculiar.  

 The church’s fellowship continues to be a powerful witness in the world. This is especially so among the 
increasingly isolated in our culture.  


