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The Church 
 

Part 1 – “What the Church Is For” 
 
Ephesians 3:14-21 

“For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named, 

that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in 

your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in 

love, may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 

and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 

 

“Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power 

at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever 

and ever. Amen.” 

 

 

 

 Ezekiel 36:26-27 
“And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from 

your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes 

and be careful to obey my rules.” 

 Ezekiel 36:22-23 
“Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord GOD: It is not for your sake, O house of Israel, that I am 

about to act, but for the sake of my holy name, which you have profaned among the nations to which you came. And 

I will vindicate the holiness of my great name, which has been profaned among the nations, and which you have 

profaned among them. And the nations will know that I am the LORD, declares the Lord GOD, when through you I 

vindicate my holiness before their eyes.” 

 Isaiah 48:9-11 
“For my name's sake I defer my anger, 

for the sake of my praise I restrain it for you, 

that I may not cut you off. 

Behold, I have refined you, but not as silver; 

I have tried you in the furnace of affliction. 

For my own sake, for my own sake, I do it, 

for how should my name be profaned? 

My glory I will not give to another.” 

 Ephesians 1:5-6  
“In love he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to the 

praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved.” 

 

Why is it appropriate for God to seek his own glory? 
1. Glory is God’s due. 

The most basic reason for God’s commitment to his glory is the fact that he is, by his very nature, worthy 

of glory. He alone is God. There is none like him. He is the Creator and Sustainer of all that is. All 

creation owes Him praise. 

 

2. God’s glory is our good. 
There is a divinely designed congruence between God’s glory and man’s good. In other words, the 

creature finds his highest good in the glory of the Creator. 

 

1. God’s chief motive for all he does is the glory of his name. 
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Verses 20 and 21 are a doxology (“glory” / “word”). Doxologies in the biblical text are expressions of 

praise by the writer to God. In 3:20-21 Paul’s doxology calls for God’s glory to be manifest in the church. 

 

 

 

 

 

Vs. 21 – “…now to him be glory 

 
“The church is central in God’s saving purposes because it is the place where he causes his name to be 

made known and his glory to be put on display.”   - Mark Dever 

 

A. God is glorified in his church by his power. 

 Ephesians 3:20 
“Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work 

within us…” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B. God is glorified in his church through the proclamation of Christ. 

 Ephesians 3:21 
“…to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C. God is glorified in his church through the Christlikeness of its members. 

 Ephesians 4:1 
“I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been 

called.” 

 Ephesians 5:1 
“Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For Further Study: 

 Why We Love the Church by DeYoung & Kluck 

 Nine Marks of the Healthy Church by Mark Dever 

 The Enduring Community by Habig & Newsom 

The church glorifies God by reflecting His character. 

2. The church is the chief means by which God glorifies himself on earth. 


