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Worship the King 
Part 3 – Worship by the Book (pt. 1) 
 
Unsound liturgy teaches unsound theology… “What did I get out of church today?” That’s what 
bad liturgy teaches. – Daniel Hyde 
 
Leviticus 10:1-11 
 

 On the first day of Aaron’s service as High Priest his two eldest sons, Nadab and Abihu, died 
for their disobedience to the Lord. This disobedience was in the form of an unauthorized 
practice of worship. Such a thing seems rather harmless to many Christians today. However, 
such ambivalence toward the sin of Aaron’s sons reveals a lack of appreciation for the 
holiness of God and the importance he places upon being recognized as holy before all the 
peoples.  

 If God had not swiftly and sternly judged the two disobedient priests it would have spelled 
disaster for God’s newly constituted people. They would have learned at the outset that 
disobedience to the Lord and the corruption of worship were small matters.  

 At appointed times the priests carried sensors containing hot coals. Aromatic spices were 
placed upon the hot coals. The resulting aromatic smoke was symbolic of the prayers of the 
people rising to God. The hot coals, or “fire” for these sensors was to be taken from the high 
altar (Lev 16:12) which was a fire the Lord had supernaturally supplied a short time before 
this. Most likely therefore, the “fire” offered by Nadab and Abihu was coals gathered from 
another source. Perhaps they were coals of their own making or coals gathered from a pagan 
altar. Whatever the case, as newly ordained priests, they began their ministry with an act of 
disobedience against the clear command of God. And those who are entrusted by God with 
great responsibility are held to an unusually high level of accountability.  

 
 
 
 
 

 The Bible gives us a multi-dimensional understanding of worship. Sometimes the Bible 
prescribes worship as a physical gesture (histahawa / proskyneo). At other times the Bible 
describes worship as an act of service (abad, seret). Still other times worship is defined as a 
set of rituals performed by the worshipping community (leitourgeo). 

 The most explicit word in the New Testament for worship as act of service or ritual is 
leitourgeo – from which we get our word “liturgy.” Leitourgeo (liturgy) may be translated as 
“the people’s work.” It is what God has called his people to do in worship.  

 “The common pattern of the order of worship in the church reflects the pattern of the progress 
of the gospel in the heart.” – Bryan Chapell from Christ-Centered Worship 
 

 
Elements of Biblical Worship (Liturgy): 
1. Call to Worship 

 There are many calls to worship found in the Bible. The service of worship should begin with 
the words of God calling his people to worship him. By beginning our liturgy with a Scriptural 
call to worship we are acknowledging that we worship at God’s initiation. Everything else we 
do in our services is in response to this divine command.  

 

Main Idea: For worship to properly glorify God and re-present the gospel it must incorporate 
only those elements which God has prescribed. 
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2. Prayer of Adoration 

 The opening prayer of our corporate worship is offered on behalf of the people. It is our first 
response to the call of God to come and worship. Therefore this prayer ought to be a 
response of adoration. This first prayer has often been referred to as The Invocation. This 
opening prayer is not the time for intercession. That will come later. Rather as the word 
invocation suggests, it is an acknowledgment that only by the presence of God will we be 
conformed more into the likeness of the Lord Jesus. This prayer is a praise-filled plea for the 
Lord to be among his covenant people.   

 
 
3. Singing 

 God calls his people to sing to him. Our singing expresses praise and adoration to God. The 
Psalms set this pattern and our hymnody should follow suit. Adoration is meant to placard the 
worth of God; his essential worthiness to be worshiped. Praise and adoration are also 
declarations of war against the idolatry of the world and the sin in our own hearts.  

 Our singing, like many of the Psalms should also reflect the breadth of experience God’s 
people have in a fallen world. That is, our singing, like the Psalms ought to express joy, 
lament, repentance, and, ultimately, confidence in the Lord.  

 The songs we sing must focus primarily on who God is, what he is like, and what he has done. 
There ought to be a doctrinal depth to our singing lest our praise fall into sentimentalism. Even 
in our praise we are learning. So we must be careful that the songs we sing are faithfully 
conformed to biblical truth.  

 
 
4. Scripture Reading 

 God’s voice to his people is found in his inscripturated word. If you want to know the voice of 
God then you must go to his word. And since worship is a dialogue with our response to God’s 
speech then our liturgy must have at its center the word of God. Through his word God 
declares to us both his law and his gospel. He reveals to us what he is like, what he has done 
for us, and what he requires of us. 

 We ought to recall Israel’s sin at Sinai (Exodus 32). While Moses was with God receiving the 
written word the people, bored by the idea of more words, fashioned an idol and degraded 
themselves before it. They desired experience not instruction; immediacy not mediation. My 
we not repeat their sin in our own day.  

 
 
5. Prayers 

 There are various prayers offered in Christian worship. One is the invocation. There are also 
prayers of confession/repentance. We must also give attention to prayers of petition. We call 
this time the pastoral prayer or prayer of intercession. It is a time for a pastor to pray for the 
needs of the body globally and locally. It is a time for God’s people to acknowledge their 
ongoing need for the mercy and generosity of God. In Acts 2:42ff we read that the first church 
was devoted “to the prayers.”  

 There ought to be thought and preparation put into these prayers. These are not the 
spontaneous prayers that God’s people should be offering daily. Rather these prayers offered 
on behalf of God’s people ought to be doctrinally dense and carefully consider the most 
pressing needs of the church. The pastoral prayer is part of the dialogue of worship whereby 
we are responding to God’s call to seek him in prayer; to give voice to our needs.  

 
 


