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Out of the Storm 
A Study of Job 

Part 4 – “Never Alone” 
 

Job 2:11-3:26 

 
Job has been reduced from the “greatest man among all the people of the East” (1:3) to an unrecognizable 

being covered with sores sitting atop a smoldering garbage heap. He occupies his time scrapping at the 

painful sores with jagged pieces of pottery. People of that era had to find ways to transport their waste 

outside the city. This usually took the form of a kind of landfill which eventually turned into a massive 

garbage heap. Fires would be set within these garbage heaps in order to reduce their size. Oftentimes 

these smoldering mounds of garbage would become taller than the cities they serviced. 

 

Here now is Job sitting alone upon a heap of garbage and ash. It is a heart-breaking scene of the isolating 

effects of suffering. Not only is Job bereft of family, resources, and health, he has also been deprived of 

the comfort of human companionship.  

 

 

 

 

Enter Job’s three friends: Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar (2:11).  

 

1. The Sympathy of Job’s Friends (2:11-13) 
Much of the Book of Job is given to the speeches 

of Job’s friends which reveal that they hold a 

truncated theology of blessing and suffering. While 

they rightly understand the principle of harvest – 

we reap what we sow – they have a mistaken 

application of that principle. This error on their 

part will only add to the pain Job experiences. 

 

But initially, Job’s friends get it right. Before we 

come to know them as those who wrongly charged 

Job with hidden wickedness, the three friends 

behave admirably. Their initial response to Job can 

be summed up in two ways: 

 

a) Presence 

 2:11 – “Now when Job's three friends heard of all this evil that had come upon him, they came each 

from his own place, Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite. They made 

an appointment together to come to show him sympathy and comfort him.” 

 

Job’s friends travel to be with him. Suffering and grief are terribly isolating experiences. The presence of 

friends in those times, therefore, is vital to the one suffering. 

 

 

Main Idea: While suffering and grief leave us feeling isolated and alone, God has promised to 

never leave nor forsake His people.  
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b) Sympathy 

 2:12b-13 – “And they raised their voices and wept, and they tore their robes and sprinkled dust on their 

heads toward heaven. And they sat with him on the ground seven days and seven nights, and no one 

spoke a word to him, for they saw that his suffering was very great.” 

 

To sympathize with someone means to identify with their pain. To sympathize is to acknowledge that the 

sufferer’s pain is real. It is to join them in their sorrow. Job’s friends go to the extent of tearing their robes 

and covering themselves with ashes. They also lift up their voices in plaintive grief.  

 

“Comfort” – In verse 11 we read that the intention of Job’s friends was to extend to him sympathy and 

comfort. While sympathy is an emotional identification with the one suffering, comfort is a more active 

response. It invariably involves speech. That is, comforting someone will involve speaking to them truths 

that will serve to ease their pain. But while Job’s friends do offer him sympathy, they fail to comfort him.  

 

 

2. The Terror of Job’s Cry (3:1-26) 

 
a) Job curses the day he was born (1-10) 

 

b) Job pleads for answers (11-23) 

 

c) Job sees only trouble (24-26) 

 
Job never curses God as Satan had predicted. Rather he curses his own life, the very day of his birth. But 

even then, he does not presume to exercise control over that which God has claimed authority.  

 

“The deep reason for Job’s unrest is that he cannot understand his sufferings. He cannot understand why a 

believer, a man of godliness and piety, suffers with such mind-numbing intensity. This inexplicable 

trouble shakes the foundations of his moral and ordered universe. It is for this reason he cannot and will 

not rest until he has found some resolution to this cosmic question.” – Christopher Ash (p. 79). 
 

 

 

1. Those suffering need sympathy and comfort, not a diagnosis. 
The Bible explains the many different reasons why people suffer various grief and losses in this life. What 

the Bible does not tell us is why any particular person we know is experiencing such grief and loss. 

Because of that, we must not repeat the error of Job’s friends by offering immediate diagnoses of the 

reason for their affliction.  

 

2. There are answers, but God may not give them to us. 
As we bring our questions and complaints to God we may be assured that there is an answer to our 

plaintive cries. However, in this lifetime it may please God to not give us the answers those questions. In 

those times it is necessary for us to remember the character of our God. He is never unjust. He is never 

out of control of all that he has made. He is never less than good. 

 

3. Go to the place where God has promised to speak. 
"I tell thee, friend, there are some promises that the Lord hath helped me to lay hold of Jesus Christ 

through and by, that I would not have out of the Bible for as much gold and silver as can lie between 

York and London piled up to the stars." – John Bunyan 

Theology in Application 


