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Worship the King 
Part 5 – Finding our place on God’s calendar  
 
Romans 8:18-25 
Christians are a forward looking people. We 
unapologetically lean forward with hope toward that 
age which is yet to come where God’s promises will 
reach fulfillment. At the same time we rest our 
confidence in the already accomplished work of 
Jesus. Biblical scholars refer to this space in between 
the finished work of Christ and the yet-to-be fulfilled 
promises of God as the “already-not yet.” We live out 
our lives in “this present evil age” with some aspects 
of our hope having already dawned. Jesus has 
already fully accomplished our salvation. He has 
already died in our place. He has already risen in 
triumph over death and sin and Satan and has taken 
his place at the right hand of Majesty. He has already 
sent his Spirit to dwell within his people, the church.  
  
However, each day we face reminders of the “not-
yetness” of the place we currently occupy on God’s 
calendar. We grieve the consequences of our sin and 
the sin of those around us. There are days when we 
are tempted to despair at the horror of it all. And yet, 
“who hopes for what he sees?” 
 
The elements which God has prescribed for our worship are uniquely suited for these “already-not yet” 
days. Our singing and praying, our preaching and the sacraments help us understand our place on God’s 
calendar. They remind us of the comprehensiveness of Christ’s atoning work while simultaneously giving 
expression to the fact that we are still waiting for the city with foundations (Heb 11:10).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Eschatology – A compound word which literally means “last” (eschatos) “word” (logia). 
Eschatology is that branch of Christian theology which deals with the consummation of the 
ages. While eschatology certainly addresses end times, it takes into account the full sweep of 
redemptive history.  
 
Over-realized eschatology – An expectation (demand) to have now what God has only promised 
for the age to come.  
 
Under-realized eschatology – A pessimistic failure to appreciate the good gifts of God’s 
presence and blessings in this present evil age.  
 
Already-Not Yet – An expression which indicates that our present age is characterized by partial 
fulfillment of the promises of God. While redemption was fully accomplished in the dying and 
rising of Christ, we nevertheless await the final consummation of redemption (Rom 8:23).  
 

Main Idea: Biblical liturgy offers comfort to God’s people in this present age by celebrating the 
finished work of Christ while looking forward in hope to the completion of his redemptive work.  
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How biblical liturgy helps us understand our place on God’s calendar… 
1. Biblical liturgy guards us from triumphalism.  

 Triumphalism is the common fruit of an over-realized eschatology. It is an expectation that we 
should have now what God has only promised for Heaven. It can also take the form of 
demanding to have what God has not promised at all. Over-realized eschatology is a religion 
of the eye. “Seeing is believing” is the core conviction of this sort of religion. And because 
triumphalism cannot abide the realities of a fallen world it makes claims that cannot be 
supported by the truth. It promises that believers, if they possess enough faith, can remain 
unscathed in this present evil age. In the eyes of the triumphalist, the Romans 8 sort of 
groaning for our final redemption is for those who don’t have enough faith.  

 The Tower of Babel (Gen. 11) and the rebellion with the golden calf (Ex. 32) are prime 
examples of worshiping through an over-realized eschatology. Frustrated with waiting for the 
promise of God to be fulfilled, triumphalism is the attempt to force God’s promised future to 
become a present reality by building our own tower to Heaven; making our own golden calf.  

 The elements of worship that make up biblical liturgy direct us away from the false promises of 
triumphalism. They remind us of the truth that faith comes by hearing and that by the word of 
Christ (Rom 10:17). We gather each week for word and sacrament precisely because we are 
not home yet. We are called to not neglect these weekly gatherings because “the day” is still 
approaching (Heb 10:24-25). Biblical liturgy reminds us that Christians live largely in hope.  

 The elements of the Lord’s Supper speak against the triumphalism of an over-realized 
eschatology in that they are anticipatory. They are humble signs of the banquet that is yet to 
come; they are proclamations of the Lord’s death until he comes again (1 Cor 11:26). We sing 
songs here and now in anticipation of the day when we will join in the song around the throne 
of the Lamb (Rev 5). We preach the word precisely because faith in this present age comes 
by hearing not by forced spectacle.  

 
 
2. Biblical liturgy guards us from pessimism.  

 Pessimism is the predictable result of an under-realized eschatology. It is the loss of hope in 
the promises of God. While pessimism may give lip service to faith in God’s promises it 
displays a cynical lack of trust that He actually comes near to us through his appointed 
means. Pessimism seems indifferent to the fact that God has truly come to us in Jesus Christ 
and remains with us to the end of the age (Matt 28:20). 

 In under-realized eschatology worship treats God as a remote and aloof being. His presence 
is never expected nor recognized. Joy seems unavailable and unexpected. The promises of 
the age to come have no practical bearing upon life and worship. Therefore, worship services 
in these sorts of churches degenerate into either lifeless rituals or classroom lectures. There is 
no concept of corporate worship being a stage upon which God acts personally on behalf of 
his people. 

 The elements of biblical liturgy push back against pessimism just as they do against 
triumphalism. Like the Psalms, our preaching our praying and our singing ought to encompass 
the full range of human experience including both lament and joy, sorrow and gladness. 
Preaching, rather than a mere doctrinal lecture, proceeds with robust confidence that God is 
acting through the foolish proclamation of the cross to save those who believe (1 Cor 1:18ff). 
The sacraments which consist of humble signs are nevertheless means by which God comes 
near his people to nourish them and seal his promises upon their hearts. Through these 
ordinary means of grace God supernaturally props up our faith in this present evil age. He is 
present with us, on his terms to be sure, but present none-the-less. So, “in the present age,” 
we are, “waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior 
Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:13). 


