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Life’s Big Questions 
Part 7 – Is there reason for hope? 
 
Genesis 3:14-24 
Genesis three tells how God responded to the 
rebellion of the man and woman by pronouncing 
curses upon them. So too did God curse the 
serpent. 
 
Ironically the curses of Genesis 3:14-19 are the 
first step forward in the covenant of grace. The 
very words of judgment reveal simultaneously 
God’s gracious plan to rescue his people from the 
wicked tyranny of the devil. The creation 
ordinances of marriage, childbearing, and labor 
are not taken from humanity. This is a blessing! In 
the face of their rebellion God did not strip the 
man and woman of their dignity as his image-
bearers.  
 
Especially significant is God’s curse upon the serpent (vv. 14-15). In this curse is heard the first 
gospel announcement. God told the serpent, “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and 
between your offspring and her offspring.” This is sovereign grace at work. God tells the serpent 
that he is placing his divine claim upon the woman and a line of her descendants. Most 
significantly God announces his plan to send One who, though struck, will nevertheless destroy 
the serpent. And from that point on the Bible tells the story of God’s plan to fulfill that promise in 
the life, death, and resurrection of the Messiah.  
 
Adam and Eve and every human since has had to live with the consequences of sin. But the 
curse is not the final word. There is reason for hope. The gospel is the great final word for all 
who believe. The destroyer of death and sin has come. The serpent has been vanquished. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. The curse upon the serpent (vv. 14-15) 
 
a) Enmity between the serpent and the woman. 

 The Lord begins by establishing enmity between the serpent and the woman. The woman was 
deceived first so the Lord immediately begins to apply His remedy against Satan's first strike. 
This order also establishes the woman's role in redemption; that the Lord is going to use the 
woman as an instrument in his plan to counteract what Satan had done.  

 
b) Enmity between the serpent’s offspring and the woman’s offspring. 

 All mankind is the woman’s “offspring.” But in regard to this particular curse against the 
serpent, the woman’s “offspring” is in reference to the righteous line who God will graciously 
preserve down through the generations to come.  

Main Idea: Though the wages of sin is death God has secured the salvation and future hope of 
his people through the dying and rising of Jesus.  
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c) Enmity between the serpent and the Savior. 

 “He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel” (vs. 15). This is the first gospel 
announcement in the Bible. It is the promise that from the line of the woman will come the One 
who, though struck, will himself destroy the serpent.  

 
 
2. The curse upon the woman (vs. 16) 

 Marriage and procreation remain good things which will continue to be typical among men and 
women. The curse is the conflict and pain and grief that will now be associated with marriage 
and child-bearing. What at one time had been characterized by perfect harmony will now be 
marred by pain and conflict.  

 But there is hope imbedded even in the words of judgment. Life will go on even in the face of 
death. The creation ordinances of marriage and of procreation continue. This is mercy from 
God. In response to their sin and rebellion God did not strip the man and woman of their 
status in the created order. He did not remove from them the signs of their being in his image. 
The continuing of the creation mandate points to the fact that God’s purposes are still moving 
forward. Redemption is on the way.  

 
 
3. The curse upon the man (vv. 17-19) 
 
a) Labor is frustrated 
 
b) Fruitfulness is impaired 
 
c) Rest is fleeting  
 
God answers these curses with the promise embedded in the Sabbath. While so many of the 
later ceremonial and legal regulations have passed away, the Sabbath still stands. The fourth 
commandment in the moral law of God is a call to “keep the Sabbath holy.” While Christians 
often differ on the precise ways to do that, we nevertheless must not neglect the Lord’s Day. 
God has been remarkably gracious to us in giving us the cycle of days as they are. The weekly 
Sabbath is on the first day of the week, the day of Jesus’ resurrection. God calls us to keep the 
Sabbath holy so that we might be regularly reminded that a better rest is coming. Restoration is 
on the way. 
 
 
4. The aftermath (vv. 20-24) 

 God removes Adam and Eve from the proximity to the tree of life lest they confirm themselves 
in a permanent state of death. God is removing them from proximity to that tree of life which 
represents union and communion with the Lord – “Lest they eat and drink condemnation unto 
themselves” (1 Cor 11:27-31). God in His grace is removing Adam from the possibility of 
sealing himself to perdition; sealing himself to permanent condemnation by God. 

 Adam names his wife Eve which means “life.” It is extraordinary that in the face of such loss 
and the introduction of cursing and death Adam would name his wife, the deceived one, “life.” 
This is not delusional thinking on Adam’s part. It is proof that Adam understood and believed 
the promise of God in 3:15.  

 
 


