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Advent 
Part 2 – God’s Great Birth Announcement 
 

Isaiah 9:1-6 
Chapter eight of Isaiah closes with a reference 
to the dark days of oppression by the mighty 
and brutal Assyrian empire. These were 
terrible days for God’s people. The kingdom 
was divided between Israel to the north and 
Judah to the south. And now that tenuous 
existence is threatened by powerful invaders. 
 
Chapter nine begins with a contrasting 
indicative: “But there will be no gloom for her 
who was in anguish…” There is another 
contrast announced in verse 2: “The people 
who walk in darkness have seen a great light.” 
Isaiah has already prophesied concerning the virgin’s son (7:14) which would be a sign to King 
Ahaz of God’s covenant faithfulness. This prophecy also pointed forward to the Messiah who 
would provide that greater deliverance. So in chapter nine Isaiah offers an even more explicit 
prophecy concerning the Messiah which will be fulfilled in the coming of God’s only begotten 
Son.  
 
 
 
 
 
Isaiah’s announcement of the coming Messiah consists of four royal titles (9:6). Each title points 
to an attribute of God and blessings for his people.  
 
1. Wonderful Counselor 

 The words “wonderful” and “wonder” are almost exclusively attributed to the works of God. 
The miracles and wonders performed by God in the Exodus (which include his acts of 
judgment) are referred to as “wonders.” After the crossing of the Red Sea Moses and Miriam 
sang a song of praise: 

“Who among the gods is like you, O Lord? 
Who is like you –  
Majestic in holiness, 
Awesome in glory, 
Working wonders?” 
- Exodus 15:11 
 

 Isaiah will later connect “wonder” to the Lord as Counselor – “All this also comes from the 
Lord Almighty, wonderful in counsel and magnificent in wisdom” (Is. 28:29). Referring to the 
coming Messiah as “Wonderful Counselor” therefore is to identify him as God. He is the One 
possesses perfect wisdom. His knowledge knows no bounds. His counsel is without any flaw. 
He is trustworthy in every conceivable way. 

 
 

Main Idea: Jesus embodies all the fullness of God in bodily form thus accomplishing all that 
was necessary for the salvation of his people. 
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2. Mighty God 

 This title confirms the implications of the previous. The “Wonderful Counselor” can be none 
other than the Mighty God.  

 It is important to remember that the doctrine of the incarnation (God becoming a man) should 
not have scandalized the Jews of Jesus’ day. Four hundred years before his birth Isaiah said 
that the child to be born would be the “Mighty God.” And yet Jesus was handed over the 
Roman authorities for execution under the charge of blasphemy because he claimed to be 
God (John 1:1, 14; 10:30). They had failed to believe their own prophets.  

 The Messiah will be born of human stock; “born of the seed of David according to the flesh 
(Rom. 1:3), yet will be God himself “who is over all, the eternally blessed God” (Rom. 9:5).  

 
 
3. Everlasting Father    

 Literally – “Father of Eternity.” 

 The rule of Messiah is everlasting. The promise to David that God will establish through him 
an everlasting throne is fulfilled in the coming of Jesus. The title “Father” in this instance is not 
meant to collapse the distinctions of Persons within the Trinity. In other words, the Father is 
not the Son and vise versa. “Father” in this title is meant to point to the character of the 
Messiah’s reign. He will reign not as a 
despot. He will not be like the wicked kings 
of Israel or Assyria. He will be a King who 
embodies all the finest attributes of 
fatherhood.  

 Psalm 103:11-14 
 
 
 
4. Prince of Peace    

 The word translated “prince” is the same 
word rendered “commander” in the 
account of Joshua’s vision beneath the 
walls of Jericho. In considering how to 
capture the city Joshua met his 
Commander in a vision (Joshua 5:13-14).  

 The Messiah will “command” peace, as it were. That is, Isaiah sees that the Messiah will have 
the authority to fully and finally bring about peace. When Isaiah wrote these words, the 
Kingdom was divided between Judah and Israel. Assyria was invading the lands of Israel to 
the North and threatening to conquer the Land. Certainly the faithful remnant would have cried 
out for peace. Their hearts would have longed for peace after many generations of conflict 
from within and without.  

 But the peace (shalom) that Jesus came to bring was far deeper than a cessation of hostilities 
between earthly kingdoms. Jesus came to establish that most needful peace: the peace 
between a holy God and his sinful people. No wonder that when the birth of Jesus was 
announced to shepherds by the heavenly host they sang - “Glory to God in the highest, and 
on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests” (Lk 2:14). Some 33 years later when the 
crucified Jesus rose from the grave, he greeted the disciples with the words: “Peace be with 
you” (Jn 20:19). The experience of peace is, according to the Apostle Paul, one of the 
features of belonging to God’s kingdom (Rom 14:17).  

 


