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Part 19 – Exiled From Paradise 
 
Genesis 3:22-24 
 

ex·ile 
/ˈeɡˌzīl,ˈekˌsīl/ 
  

noun - the state of being barred from one's 
native country 
  
After the rebellion of taking the forbidden 
fruit, Adam and Eve became enlightened in 

a new way to the knowledge of evil. They knew of it intellectually before but now it has become 
a part of their being. Adam and Eve are keenly aware a change has occurred; they are now 
sinners experiencing firsthand the misery of sin. Their Creator’s words of condemnation offered 
in previous verses are now being followed up with swift, purposeful action. Exile. They are cast 
out of known territory and pushed toward the wilderness in the east. Exiled from paradise, Adam 
and Eve are poised to live out the curses given to them: toil, pain, and death.  
  
But God, being rich in mercy, once again makes provision for his creation. In banishing Adam 
and Eve, God was executing righteous judgement while offering gracious protection. The first 
couple needed protection from a false presumption that holy communion with God (represented 
by access to the Tree of Life) could continue in their sinful state. From this point forward they 
would need a mediator in their relationship with their Maker. And so, God forcefully cast them 
out to the east, banishing them from Eden forever.  
  
Thanks be to God that banishment was not equated to abandonment. As forecasted in Genesis 
3:15, a Second Adam would come as mediator. He would volitionally leave paradise, be 
tempted in the wilderness, defeat death, and reconcile all that was lost in the garden. 
  
1. Reality Check – verse 22 

 Once again we are witnesses to intra-Trinitarian conversation, similar to that of Genesis 
1:26. God is the focus of these verses, the primary character. This section is about what 
God says, who he is, and what God does.  

 Adam and Eve have become like God in understanding evil in a fuller way, yet they 
remain unlike God in that He cannot sin. Consider this simile: God’s knowledge of evil is 
like a master physician’s acute understanding of a dying man’s condition, and the 
necessary treatment to cure him. God is fully aware of evil, understands it completely, 
but cannot commit evil, for that is against his character.  Adam and Eve know evil like 
the dying patients who are experiencing symptoms and pain caused by their choices. 
Both God and man know evil very well, but in different ways and for different reasons.  

 
2. Exiled East – verse 23 

 This is the first of many exiles recorded in the Bible. Exile is a form of judgement, 
different from an exodus, which is an act of deliverance.   

 Adam and Eve were driven out. Cast out. This was not a volitional departure. Banished 
to the wilderness, east of Eden. They found themselves in wild country.  

 Significance of “east.” The east is a common biblical reference to places of evil or 
judgment.  

o Cain was exiled to the east of Eden in the land of Nod. 
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o Tower of Babel, built in the east near Shinar. 
o Abraham, following God’s command, headed west (not east). 
o Lot chose the valley of the Jordan, and journeyed eastward. 
o Judah was exiled to Babylon, in the east. 

 
3. Tending vs. Tilling – verse 23 

 In chapter 2, verse 8 the LORD God planted a garden for Adam. Adam’s job was to tend 
it, work it and care for it (2:15). 

 In 3:23 in the east, Adam has been removed from the garden God planted. Now he must 
work the ground. Same word as in 2:15, but now Adam must actually plant the garden 
under the parameters of the curse.  

 There is a difference between tending and tilling. Both are hard work, but the curse 
infused work with futility and frustration. We have no firsthand experience of work in 
paradise, only of toil in the wilderness. It is right to look forward to the New Earth where 
work will once again be restored to that of tending God’s handiwork.  

 
4. Banished, Yet Not Abandoned – verse 24 

 God’s grace and mercy have been on display each step of the way. We find it again here 
coupled with the judgment of exile. Justice and mercy are not exclusive. Adam and Eve 
are cast out, walking east into the wilderness, yet wearing the coverings God had made 
for them.  

 Angelic Guards - This is the first mention of the cherubim, spiritual beings whose form is 
unknown. They later reappear in statue form as guards of the Torah on the lid of the ark 
of the covenant (Exodus 25:10-22). We find them in the vision of Ezekiel, in the Psalms, 
and in Revelation. They symbolize the presence and worship of God, and the protection 
of that which is holy. The cherubim and flaming sword were a visual representation of 
the dividing wall sin puts between man and God. For Adam and Eve, there was no 
turning back.  

 As sinners, Adam and Eve can no longer commune with God as they once did. They can 
no longer have direct access to him and the life he offers (symbolized by the Tree of 
Life). God takes sovereign, saving action, barring them from the Tree of Life, as 
protection from their eating judgment upon themselves. From this point forward mankind 
will need a mediator in order to approach their Maker.   

 Adam and Eve walk into the wilderness, fearful, cursed for their sin, yet trusting in God’s 
promise of a Second Man, one who would come and defeat the serpent forever. 


