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Acts 
Part 19 – “The Killing of the Righteous One” 
 

Acts 7:44-53 

 

Exegetical Outline: 
I. Stephen’s speech before the Sanhedrin (7:1-56) 

 A. God and Abraham (7:2-8) 

 B. God and Joseph (7:9-16) 

 C. God and Moses (7:17-43) 

 D. God, the Tabernacle, and the Temple (7:44-50) 

  1. Israel worshipped God in the tabernacle (7:44-45) 

  2. David, Solomon, and the temple (7:46-47) 

  3. God, the tabernacle and the temple (7:48-50) 

 E. Indictment of the Jewish people for rejecting Jesus (7:51-53) 

  1. They are stubborn (7:51a)  

  2. Their hearts and ears are unclean (7:51b). 

  3. They oppose God (7:51b-e). 

  4. They persecuted the prophets (7:52a) 

  5. They killed the Messiah (7:52b) 

  6. They know the law but do not keep it (7:53) 
 

 

 

 

 

1. God’s gracious blessing 

Vv. 44-50 

As Stephen wraps up his summary of redemptive history he points finally to the desert tabernacle and the 

temple.  

 

Main Idea: Though God had kept his promise to be with his people for their salvation, they repeatedly 

hardened their hearts against Him to the point of killing the promised Messiah. 
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What we learn about God and his plan for his people from the tabernacle and temple: 

a) Holiness 

 Exodus 25:8 – “Let them make me a sanctuary.” The Hebrew word for “sanctuary” implies holiness; 

something that is set apart for the worship and service of God. 

 The tabernacle and temple were designed in concentric circles of increasing holiness with the most holy 

place being at the center. In this way it reflected the arrangement at Sinai. 

 The building materials and furnishings also reflected this arrangement. As one moved from the outer 

courts to the inner courts the materials became more precious and the restrictions for entry became 

more exclusive.  

 The example of holiness illustrated by the tabernacle and temple was not intended to be merely 

observed by the people but to call them to holiness in their own lives. “For I am the Lord who brought 

you up out of  the land of Egypt to be your God. You shall therefore be holy, for I am holy” (Lev 

11:44-45). 

 

b) Heaven 

 The construction of the tabernacle and temple were meant to reflect God’s rule from the heavenly 

realm. 

 Hebrews 9:24 – “For Christ has entered, not into holy places made with hands, which are copies of the 

true things, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf.” 

 

c) Help 

 In the third chapter of Genesis the man and woman are expelled from the garden. It must have felt as 

though they were being driven from the presence of God himself. Yet the tabernacle and temple were 

God’s gracious reassurance that He would continue to dwell among his people.  

 

How the tabernacle and temple communicated the help of God: 

1. Allowed God’s people to relate to Him. 

Sacrifice and Prayer 

2. Taught the people about God’s grace. 

In spite of their sins, the tabernacle and temple represented God’s grace in moving ever closer to them. 

3. Pointed to the promised Redeemer. 

Matthew 12:6 – “Something greater than the temple his here.” 

John 1:14 – “And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us.” 

 

2. The People’s stubborn hearts 

Vv. 51-53 

 “Stiff-necked” 

God used this same rebuke in Exodus 33 to describe the people following their mutiny with the golden 

calf.  

 

 “Uncircumcised in heart and ears” 

Moses and the prophets compared Israel with the pagan nations (Lev 26:41; Jer 4:4; 6:10; 9:25; Deut 

10:16; 30:6; Ezek 44:7; Rom 2:25, 28-29). The people’s hearts were unclean and Stephen says they are no 

better than the uncircumcised Gentiles.  

 

 “You always resist the Holy Spirit” 

 

 “You murdered the Righteous One” 

 

 “You do not keep the law.” 


