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Easter Sunday 

God Raised Him 
 
Acts 3:11-20a 
 
The setting of this passage is the temple in Jerusalem. It is the record of a particular miracle the 
Apostles were said to be performing (2:43). As Peter explains the meaning and significance of 
the miracle to the astonished crowds he points them directly to the death and resurrection of 
Jesus. 
 
 It must be noted that the Christians continued to observe the religious worship of Judaism – especially 

worship in the temple – and would continue to do so, at least those who were Jewish and lived in 
Jerusalem, for many years to come. This did not cease until A.D. 70 when, as an act of divine 
judgment, Jerusalem was sacked and the temple desecrated by Rome’s military under the leadership of 
Titus Vespasian. It is worth pointing out, however, that the way evangelicals typically think about the 
transition from Old Testament to New Testament leaves little room for these continuing practices. Many 
Christians often find it difficult to reconcile with what 
they assumed had happened and what they think ought 
to have happened: “Why would Christians still gather in 
the temple and participate in its practices?” But our 
Confession of Faith has it right, the sacraments of the 
Old Testament and the New Testament are, for 
substance, the same -- work the same way, mean the 
same thing. In every respect those rites and that 
worship belonged more to the Christian Jews than to 
the non-Christian Jews. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The healing of the lame man became a sensation.                         Peter Preaching in the Temple 

Peter, however, was jealous for the crowds to understand something far more significant than 
what had just happened. He wanted their focus to be upon the resurrection of Jesus to which 
the healing of the man pointed.  
 
There are three main components to Peter’s message: 
 
1. You Killed Jesus.                                                         
Vs. 15 – “And you killed the author of life…” 

 Since Peter is speaking most directly to his fellow Jews gathered in the temple they are the 
immediate objects of his assertion. However, there were others who had a direct hand in the 
crucifixion of Jesus. 

 
a) Condemned by the Jews 
During his sham trial, Jesus was asked directly by the Jewish religious authorities whether he 
was the Christ (the Messiah). His reply was equally direct: “I am.” In response the High Priest 
spoke for the entire court by condemning Jesus to death for blasphemy. They then handed him 
over to the Roman authorities for execution.  
 

Main Idea: The resurrection of Jesus vindicated 
his Lordship and completed all that was required 
for sinners to be saved. 
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b) Executed by the Romans   
Though the Roman governor Pontius Pilate sought to excuse himself from guilt, it was 
nevertheless by his decree that Jesus was crucified. The formal charge against Jesus was 
sedition – he claimed to be a king.  
 
c) Put forward by the Father   
That Jesus was crucified is an historical fact. That Jesus died for sinners is the theological 
reality behind his death. In each of the four gospel accounts the physical details of Jesus’ 
crucifixion are surprisingly sparse. The emphasis is on why Jesus was dying; the ultimate cause 
and purpose of his death (Romans 3:21-26).  
           
                                                 
2. God Raised Jesus. 
Vs 15 – “…whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses.” 

 The story of human life ends with an obituary. Once a body is laid in a tomb the biography 
comes to an end. But the death of Jesus was 
the first, not the final point of Peter’s sermon. 
 

 “Whom God raised from the dead,” is a brief 
clause packed with a freight train of theology. 
The resurrection was a cosmic and very public 
vindication of Jesus as the Christ, the Lord, the 
Savior of sinners.  

 
a) The Christ (vs. 6) 
 
 
b) God’s Servant (vs. 13) 
 
 
c) The Holy and Righteous One (vs. 14) 
 
 
d) The Author of Life (vs. 15) 
 
 
3. You Must Believe in Jesus.   
Vv. 16-20a – “And his name—by faith in his name—has made this man strong whom you see 
and know…And now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. But 
what God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ would suffer, he thus fulfilled. 
Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out, that times of refreshing may 
come from the presence of the Lord…” 

 The good news of Jesus (the gospel) cries out for a deliberate response. Repeatedly the 
apostles call upon their hearers to both repent (turn from their sins) and believe in Jesus for 
salvation.  

 Peter offers a compelling motive to repent and believe in Jesus. Those who turn from their 
sins and believe in Jesus will have their sins “blotted out.” But not only that. The one whose 
sins are forgiven anticipate a future full of hope in the age to come.  


