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Advent 
God Made Known 
 
John 1:1-5 
The prologue of John’s Gospel (1:1-18) is 
brilliantly crafted. Like all of the gospels 
John proclaims the person and work of 
Jesus from the evangelist’s unique 
perspective. Matthew and Luke begin 
their accounts shortly before the birth of 
Jesus. They give us the familiar stories of the shepherds, angelic hosts, the babe in a manger, and the 
wise men. Mark, the briefest of the gospels, picks up Jesus’ story with his baptism by John and the 
launching of his public ministry. But John’s Gospel begins long before the other accounts. John points 
into eternity past and provides one of the most important Christological passages in the New Testament.  
 
Each of the gospels proclaims Jesus as divine. They delve into the miracle of the incarnation (God 
become man) and his conception in the womb of a virgin. Each account portrays Jesus as working 
miracles and forgiving sin. And of course each gospel proclaims the substitutionary death and victorious 
resurrection of our Lord. John begins by boldly taking the reader into the mystery of the Trinity and the 
glory of the eternal Son.  
 
The key words and themes which will run throughout John’s gospel (light, life, truth, glory, believe) are all 
introduced in the Prologue. But still more importantly it announces the great subject of the Gospel, how 
the Word of God, the Son of God, who was with God in the very beginning, came into the world, into time, 
indeed, into human life itself, to reveal to mankind the glory and the grace of God. That is what the 
Gospel of John is about and we are told this at the outset, in the Prologue. 
 
 

 
 
 
Vs. 1 – John’s language unmistakably means not that the Word came into being at the beginning, but that 
“in the beginning” the Word already was. John’s use of “logos” or “Word” brilliantly served to bridge the 
gap between his Jewish and Gentile readers, for both of whom “logos” was an important word and 
concept. It was a term referring to the first principle of existence in Stoic philosophy, but it was also a 
common and very important idea in the OT where, often, the Word of God is simply God himself 
speaking: bringing the creation into being by his word, or delivering his people by his word, or coming to 
his prophets to disclose his truth and will. 
Vs. 2 - For emphasis and clarity John repeats himself. This point is so important, he states it twice. John 
is leaving no room for thinking of the Son as a created being.  
Vs. 3 – That the Son of God, the pre-existent Christ, created the world is a common NT doctrine. In 
Hebrews 1:2 we read of Christ, “through whom God made the universe.” In Colossians 1 we are told, “For 
by him [Christ] all things were created…” (16). This is not to say that the Son and the Son alone is the 
Creator. The doctrine of Inseparable Operations tells us that the works of each Person of the Godhead 
can also be attributed to the others. 
Vs. 4 – John is introducing a theme that runs throughout his gospel: Jesus is the life-giver and light-
bringer (8:12; 9:5; 12:36, 46). These are themes which John’s Hebrew audience would have readily 
recognized and associated with God (Psalm 36:9). 
Vs. 5 – In chapter 3 we read that men love the darkness rather than the light because their deeds are 
evil. 

 
 
 

Main Idea: God became flesh in Jesus Christ for us and our salvation. 
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1. The Eternal Word that is flesh and blood    
Vv. 1-3 – “In the beginning was the Word and the Word, was with God, and the Word was God…” 

 In the opening words of his gospel John brilliantly builds a bridge simultaneously to both a Hebrew and 
Greek audience. While much of John’s audience would have been fellow Jews he was also addressing 
Greeks or those who were deeply immersed in Greek culture (Hellenized). For Greeks the concept of 
the Word (Logos) went back to at least the 6th century BC. As they observed the constant change in all 
things they theorized that there must be a governing principle that held all things together and kept the 
world from collapsing into ruin. That principle they called “Logos” translated as “word”. On the other 
hand, John’s Hebrew audience would have immediately resonated with his language which echoes the 
very first words of the Scriptures (Genesis 1:1ff). 

 To the Hebrew mind John was proclaiming Jesus as no less than the Sovereign Lord of creation. To the 
Greek John was confronting their pagan idea of a universal principle by proclaiming Jesus as the 
Creator and sustainer of all. As Paul would write to the Colossians, “In [Christ] all things hold together” 
(1:17). It is a Person, not a principle which created and sustains the universe.  

 Everything in John’s gospel flows from this in one way or another. The words and works of Jesus are 
the words and works of God. 

 But Jesus is not God only. Jesus is flesh and blood. He is God become man. Jesus reveals the glory of 
God in such a way that man can behold. “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 
have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14). 

 
 
2. The Life that gives light    
Vs. 4 – “In him was life and the life was the light of men.” 

 The themes of light and life are repeated throughout John’s gospel. Jesus is proclaimed to be the Light 
and the Life. His miracles point to this reality when he grants sight to the blind and raises the dead. 
These realities are also deeply embedded in the creation account which John echoes.   

 There is a close relationship between light and life. Without light, there tends to be no life. Just as plants 
need the light of the sun to grow so we need the light of Jesus to live spiritually. In saving us Jesus 
breathes life into us and opens our eyes that we may see. Both the spoken/written word of God as well 
as the Word in flesh are said to give life and light (Ps 119). 

 
 
3. The Light that overcomes the darkness     
Vs. 5 – “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” 

 Light and darkness were common metaphors in Greek thought as they conceived of the universe as a 
dualism between good and evil. But here John makes clear that the light and darkness are not equal 
and opposing powers seeking balance. The light defeats the darkness. 

 Here John explains the natural condition of all mankind outside of Christ – spiritual darkness. Sin is a 
darkness so total that we are hopeless to even desire God apart from his grace.  

 One of the fundamental functions of light is to reveal. Jesus as the Word made flesh is a direct 
revelation of God (John 14:9; 18:12). 

 
 
Questions for discussion: 
1. Why was the concept of Logos so important to the Greeks? Why was it significant to Hebrews? Why do 
you think John called Jesus “the Word” (Logos)?  
2. How would the opening words of John’s gospel appealed to his Hebrew audience?  
3. How might we employ John’s opening verses to communicate the good news to people in our 
generation?  
4. How can it be that Jesus was simultaneously God and with God? 
5. Why was it necessary for our salvation that God take on flesh and become man?  
6. What are some ways that Jesus can be compared to life and light?  
7. What are some of the ways that the darkness tries to overcome the light? 
8. How does the truth of Jesus overcome the darkness? 


